
Russian culture          



Matryoshka doll

A matryoshka doll also known 
as Russian nested doll, refers to 
a set of wooden dolls of 
decreasing size placed one 
inside the other. The doll set 
was painted by Malyutin. 
Malyutin's doll set consisted of 
eight dolls—the outermost was 
a girl in a traditional dress 
holding a rooster. The inner 
dolls were girls and a boy, and 
the innermost a baby.



Matryoshka Russian politicians
During Perestroika, the leaders of the Soviet 
Union became a common theme depicted 
on matryoshkas. 

Starting with the largest, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, then Leonid 
Brezhnev (Yuri Andropov and 
Konstantin Chernenko almost 
never appear due to the short 
length of their respective terms), 
then Nikita Khrushchev, Josef 
Stalin and finally the smallest, 
Vladimir Lenin. 



National costume
Ethnic Russian clothes 
include kaftan, 
kosovorotka and ushanka 
for men, sarafan and 
kokoshnik for women, 
with lapti and valenki as 
common shoes. 

The Cossacks of 
Southern Russia have a 
separate brand of 
culture within ethnic 
Russian, their clothes 
including burka and 
papaha, which they 
share with the peoples 
of the Northern 
Caucasus.





Icon painting

Icon paintings in 
Russia attempted 
to help people with 
their prayers 
without idolizing 
the figure in the 
painting. The most 
comprehensive 
collection of Icon 
art is found at the 
Tretyakov Gallery.                                     



Folklore

Old Russian folklore takes its roots in the pagan 
beliefs of ancient Slavs and now is represented in 
the Russian fairy tales. Epic Russian bylinas are 
also an important part of Slavic mythology. The 
oldest bylinas of Kievan cycle were actually 
recorded mostly in the Russian North, especially 
in Karelia, where most of the Finnish national 
epic Kalevala was recorded as well.



Literature

Russian literature is considered to be among the most influential and 
developed in the world, with some of the most famous literary works 
belonging to it. Russia's literary history dates back to the 10th century; in 
the 18th century its development was boosted by the works of Mikhail 
Lomonosov and Denis Fonvizin, and by the early 19th century a modern 
native tradition had emerged, producing some of the greatest writers of 
all time. 



Science and innovation

At the start of the 18th century the reforms of Peter the Great (the 
founder of Russian Academy of Sciences and Saint Petersburg State 
University) and the work of such champions as polymath Mikhail 
Lomonosov (the founder of Moscow State University) gave a great 
boost for development of science and innovation in Russia.





Famous Russian battle tanks include T-34, the best tank design of World War II, 
and further tanks of T-series, including T-54/55, the most produced tank in 
history, first fully gas turbine tank T-80 and the most modern Russian tank T-90. 
The AK-47 and AK-74 by Mikhail Kalashnikov constitute the most widely used 
type of assault rifle throughout the world – so much so that more AK-type rifles 
have been produced than all other assault rifles combined.



Modern music
Since the late Soviet 
times Russia has 
experienced another 
wave of Western cultural 
influence, which led to 
the development of 
many previously 
unknown phenomena in 
the Russian culture. 

The most vivid example, 
perhaps, is the Russian rock 
music, which takes its roots 
both in the Western rock 
and roll and heavy metal, 
and in traditions of the 
Russian bards of Soviet era.



Popular Russian rock groups include Mashina Vremeni, Slot, DDT, Aquarium, 
Alisa, Kino, Nautilus Pompilius, Aria, Grazhdanskaya Oborona, Splean and Korol 
i Shut. 



Holidays

Russian holidays it is the holidays of Russian 
people connected with widespread national 
traditions of their carrying out. For a long 
time already in Russia there was a set of 
remarkable holidays. People drove round 
dances, sang songs, and lived not boringly. 
Every day, what that – a holiday. 



But gradually traditions and holidays 
varied. In Russia there are also state 
holidays. Russian New Year 
traditions resemble those of the 
Western Christmas, with New Year 
Trees and gifts, and Ded Moroz 
(Father Frost) playing the same role 
as Santa Claus. 

Victory Day is the second popular holiday in 
Russia, it commemorates the victory over 
Nazi Germany in World War II and is widely 
celebrated throughout Russia. A huge 
military parade, hosted by the President of 
the Russian Federation, is annually organized 
in Moscow on Red Square. Similar parades 
are organized in all major Russian cities and 
the cities with the status Hero city or City of 
Military Glory. 


