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itish Isles lie in the
north-west of Europe. They
consist of two large islands,
Great Britain and Ireland,
and many smaller ones.
Great Britain, the largest
island in Europe, includes
England, Scotland, and
Wales. It is separated from
Ireland by the Irish Sea, and
from the Continent by the
English Channel and the
Straits of Dover. Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
form the United Kingdom
(UK).
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The surface of England and Ireland is flat, but the surface
of Scotland and Wales is mountainous. The mountains are
almost all in the western part. The highest mountain in
the United Kingdom is Ben Nevis in Scotland (1343 m). The
longest river is the Severn. It is in the south-west of
England. The Thames is not so long as the Severn, it is
shorter. The sea enters deeply into the land and has a
great influence on the climate, which is damp but rather
mild: the winter is not very cold and the summer is not
very hot.




Over 57 million people live
in the United Kingdom.
Most of the people of
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of Great Britain, and the capital of the
United Kingdom. It is the largest town in
Europe and one of the oldest towns in the
world. The old Celts gave it its name, the
Romans! made it the centre of their new
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expensive part to live in is the West ‘

End. It is situated between the City and AR e W
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i:he National Gallery and many
/%res and good shops are in the
West End.

- London has many bridges over the

~ Thames, more than twenty but the

~ most interesting of them all is the
Tower Bridge situated near the Tower

of London.




The Tower of London is an old castle,
with high walls, high towers, small
windows and large gardens. Once it was
a.royal residence, a strong fortress and a
state prison. Here many important
people, among them two wives of Henry
VIll, were imprisoned and beheaded.
One of the oldest and the most famous
places of London is St. Paul's Cathedral.
It has been destroyed and rebuilt several
times since the original construction in
the 7th century. It stands in the centre
of the so-called Little Britain. A large
part of Little Britain was destroyed
during the war: the houses that were
close to the Cathedral’s walls
disappeared and for the first time in
centuries St. Paul's Cathedral's beauty
can be seen.




The big clock on the tower
of the Palace of
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‘weighs 13.5 tons.

~ The clock tower is 318

~ feet high. You have to go - i
up 374 steps to reach the W% ..o 00
top. So the clock looks i ﬁg Ehe e
small from the pavement -
below the tower.




But its face is 23 feet wide. It would
only just fit into some classrooms.
’ ‘minute-hand is 14 feet long. Its
;,/,ight is equal to that of two bags of
~ coal. The hour-hand is 9 feet long.
The clock bell is called Big Ben after Sir
Benjamin Hall. He had the job to see
that the bell was put up.
Sir Benjamin was a big man. One day he
said in Parliament, "Shall we call the
bell St. Stephen’s?” St. Stephen’s is the
name of the tower.
But someone said for a joke, "Why not
call it Big Ben?” Now the bell is known
all over the world by that name.




The British Museum has one of
theargest libraries in the
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