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Mothering Sunday - 4th Sunday of Lent - March/April

Mothering Sunday is a day where children generally honor their
mothers by giving them a gift and a card. Mothering Sunday,
sometimes known as Mother's Day, is held on the fourth Sunday of
Lent. It is exactly three weeks before Easter Sunday and usually
falls in the second half of March or the beginni




Traditionally, people visited
urch where they were
aptized. Mothering Sunday
i1s now a celebration of
motherhood. People visit
and take gifts to their
mothers and grandmothers.
This meant that families

In time, it became customary for young people who were working as
ervants in large houses, to be given a holiday on Mothering Sunday.
hey could use this day to visit their own mother and often took a gift
of food or hand-me-down clothing from their employers to her. In
urn, this moved towards the modern holiday, on which people still
visit and take gifts to their mothers.



St Patrick's Day occurs on
March 17. It is a national
holiday in Ireland and
commemorates one of its
patron saints, St Patrick. In
the United Kingdom, it is
celebrated in Irish pubs and
in cities, such as Nottingham
and London where many
ple with an Irish
ckground live.
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ch 17 is a bank holiday 1
thern Ireland. The degr
to which people celebrate S
Patrick's Day varies accordii
to their religious and politic
affiliations. Those, who beli¢ |
that Northern Ireland shoul
remain part of the United

e that N orthern Irelar
ld become part of a
United Ireland often celebr:
Patrick's Day. A large par:
Is held in Belfast but the lev
of public funding it receives
depends on which political
arties control the local
uncil.




eekend of celebrations is organized in Nottingham. These include a parade,

dren's workshops, an arts festival and performances by well-known Irish
musicians. There is also a parade, attended by many thousands of people in
Birmingham. An Irish festival lasting three days is held in Liverpool.
A whole week of celebrations is organized around St Patrick's Day in London.
These include a parade and a festival held close to, but not always on, March 17.
The parade visits Trafalgar Square and Covent Garden and the festlval are held in
Trafalgar Square, Leicester Square and Cov VAl B P
festival allow people to experience many as
crafts, dance and music.
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In the UK Easter is one of the major Christian festivals of the year. It
1s full of customs, folklore and traditional food. However, Easter in

Britain has its beginnings long before the arrival of Christianity.. =
Many theologians believe Easter itself is named aftgigthe @:;,e

o

goddess of the dawn and spring - Eostre. = e




ritain Easter occurs at a different
ach year. It is observed on the
rst Sunday after the first full moon
following the first day of spring in

the Northern Hemisphere. This
means that the festival can occur on
any Sunday between March 22 and
April 25. Not only is Easter the end of

the winter it 1s also the end of Lent,

traditionally a time of fasting in the
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he Friday before Easter
inday and the Monday
after are a bank holiday in
the UK. Over Easter schools
in the UK close for two
weeks, just enough time to




» give their friends and family Easter
Eggs. They used to be decorated eggs but
now they are made of chocolate. Young
children believe that the Easter Bunny

hides the Easter Eggs. The British
children hunt for Easter Eggs sl
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