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    Early life of McEwan

Ian McEwan was born on 21 June 1948 
in Aldershot, England, the son of David 

McEwan and Rose Lilian Violet. His 
father was a working class 

Scotsman, who had worked  as a 
major. He spent much of his childhood 
in East Asia Germany and North Africa 
where his father was sent . His family 

returned to England when he was twelve 
He studied at the University of Sussex, 

where he received a BA degree in 
English Literature in 1970. He received 
his MA degree in English Literature at 

the University of East Anglia



McEwan's first published work was 
a collection of short stories, First 

Love, Last Rites (1975), which won 
the Somerset Maugham Award in 

1976. He achieved notoriety in 1979 
when the BBC suspended production 
of his play Solid Geometry because 

of its supposed obscenity. His 
second collection of short stories, In 
Between the Sheets, was published in 

1978. 

        McEwan‘s Career



The Cement Garden (1978) and The 
Comfort of Strangers (1981) were 

his two earliest novels, both of 
which were adapted into films. The 
nature of these works caused him to 
be nicknamed "Ian Macabre". These 

were followed by The Child in 
Time (1987), winner of the 1987 

Whitbread Novel Award; The 
Innocent (1990); and Black 

Dogs (1992). McEwan has also 
written two children's books, Rose 

Blanche (1985) and The 
Daydreamer(1994)



His novel (1997), Enduring Love, 
about the relationship between a 
science writer and a stalker, was 

popular with critics, although it was 
not shortlisted for the Booker 

Prize. It was adapted into a film in 
2004. In 1998, he won the Man 

Booker Prize for Amsterdam. His 
next novel, Atonement (2001), 

received considerable 
acclaim; Time magazine named it the 

best novel of 2002, and it was 
shortlisted for the Booker Prize



Saturday won the James Tait Black 
Memorial Prize in 2005, and his 
novel On Chesil Beach(2007) was 
shortlisted for the 2007 Booker 
Prize. McEwan has also written a 
number of produced screenplays, a 
stage play, children's fiction, 
an oratorio and a libretto titled For 
You with music composed 
by Michael Berkeley.



McEwan has been nominated for the Man Booker prize six times, 
winning the Prize for Amsterdam in 1998. His other nominations 
were for The Comfort of Strangers (1981, Shortlisted), Black 
Dogs (1992, Shortlisted), Atonement (2001, 
Shortlisted), Saturday (2005, Longlisted), 
and OnChesilBeach (2007, Shortlisted). McEwan also received 
nominations for the Man Booker International Prize in 2005 and 
2007. In 2010, McEwan received the Peggy V. Helmerich 
Distinguished Author Award. In 2012 the University of 
Sussex presented McEwan with its 50th Anniversary Gold Medal in 
recognition of his contributions to literature.
In 2014, the Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas paid 
$2 million for McEwan’s literary archives.

Awards and Honors



Mc Ewan is a 
well-known British 
writer of the present 
time. He is good at 
describing his characters 
and the places. I 
recommend to read this 
book everyone!



The Children Act by Ian 
McEwan. Part One (Fragment)
Одним из эффективных 
способов повышения 
качества понимания речи на 
слух является такого рода 
упражнение. Внимательно 
прослушайте запись и 
вставьте пропущенные слова.



   Let ‘s read « The Children Act»



Ian McEwan is 
honored by his 
contemporaries 
as a remarkable 
writer.



Fiona Maye is a High Court judge in London presiding over cases in family 
court. She is fiercely intelligent, well respected, and deeply immersed in the 
nuances of her particular field of law. Often the outcome of a case seems 
simple from the outside, the course of action to ensure a child's welfare 
obvious. But the law requires more rigor than mere pragmatism, and Fiona is 
expert in considering the sensitivities of culture and religion when handing 
down her verdicts.
    But Fiona's professional success belies domestic strife. Her husband, Jack, 
asks her to consider an open marriage and, after an argument, moves out of 
their house. His departure leaves her adrift, wondering whether it was not 
love she had lost so much as a modern form of respectability; whether it was 
not contempt and ostracism she really fears. She decides to throw herself into 
her work, especially a complex case involving a seventeen-year-old boy whose 
parents will not permit a lifesaving blood transfusion because it conflicts with 
their beliefs as Jehovah's Witnesses. But Jack doesn't leave her thoughts, and 
the pressure to resolve the case—as well as her crumbling marriage—tests 
Fiona in ways that will keep readers thoroughly enthralled until the last 
stunning page. 

                   « The Children Act»
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