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1)an analysis of literature on history of
national signs and superstitions, as well as
reasons of people's belief in signs and
superstitions;

2) to identify the most common signs and
superstitions in Russia and the UK

3) to determine the similarities and
differences between the signs and

uperstitions in Russia and the UK,
4) to a survey on this issue.

and superstltlons in Brltaln and Russia
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Food, house, wedding customs,
numbers, mirrors, animals,
superstitions specific to certai




National signs

They are warnings, connected with
animals’ behaviour, repeated changes of
weather which attentive people have
noticed and passed from generatlon to
generation.




The most common
superstitions.

Objects

Numbers

Examples of actions (“If you do...”)
Mirrors

Animals

Superstitions connected with certain
occupations




The origin of some
superstitions

Knocking on
the wood

Lucky Breaking
horseshoe mirror




What does knocking on wood




What does finding a penny
indicate?




What happens when you walk
under a ladder?




Birds as symbols of virtue




White velil




Spilling salt




Sources of superstitions

Pagan roots, traditions,

legends ;
- et

Fear of unknown

' Fear of death, |
evil eye, disease,
- some problems. |




Classification

Colours

Britain

Russia

If the flame of a candle flickers and
then turns blue, there's a spirit in the
room.

Koraa yesnoBek nmpocenaercs u BUJNT:
Eciin yepHbIii IBET — J€Hb NPOUAET ILUIOXO,
HEYIA4YHO;

Red sky at night, sailors' delight; red
sky at morning, sailors take warning;:

Ecau romnyOoii IBET — JI€Hb JOJKEH IMPONTH
JOCTaTOYHO POBHO, oe3 0COOBIX
HENPUSITHOCTEN U KOH(PIUKTOB,;

You must wear something red in order
not to be touched by an evil.

Ecnu KpacHbIl IBET — B TaKOM JIEHb HEKTO
MOMBITACTCS PACMOJOXUTh Bac K cede W,
BO3MOXHO, Bam Oyner coBcem He 710 padoThI;




Classification

Holidays

Britain

Russia

If you want to be happy, eat Christmas
pudding on Christmas Day.

Berperure HoBbIl 1o B CTapou, IyCTh JAXe
KPacCMBOM M MOJHOM OJCKIE, — HHUYEro
HOBOTO ¥ XOpPOILIEro B CIEAYIOLIEM IOAy C
BaMHU HE mnpousonger. Eciu Bbl  XOTUTE
U3MEHUTh  KWU3Hb K  JIy4ylleMy, HE
IIOCKYIIUTECh, KYIIUTE HOBOEC IUIATHE WU

KOCTIOM !

If you cry on New Year’s Day, you'll be
crying all the year.

Majio yromeHuii Ha HOBOTOJIHEM CTOJIE — HE

OBITH BaM CBHITBIM HGHBIfI roAmd.

If you hear footsteps behind you on
Halloween’s night, don't look back.

Ecnu B HOBOT'OJJHIOKO HOYb Y BAC B KapMaHax
ITyCTO — ACHCT HC 6YI[€T BCChH T'O.




Classification

Plants

Britain

Russia

The holly tree was known to medieval
monks as the "Holy Tree" because it
was believed to keep evil spirits away.

praIleHHBIC OBCTBI MW IIPOYHUC PACTCHHA
MPUKUBAKOTCA JIYUIIC, YCM KYINICHHBIC WJIN

MOJJApCHHBIE.

Clover usually has three leaves, but a
few have four. In Britain, a clover with

four leaves is supposed to bring good
luck.

I'opox pacceIinarh - K cie3am.

Ivy growing on a house protects the
inhabitants from witchcraft and evil.

bepe3a, psamoM ¢ 10MOM MOcaXeHHas, 3710
OTIYTWBAET U OT MOJIHMU O0EpPETAET.




Classification

Weather

Britain

Russia

A mackerel-colored sky foretells rain.

HI/I3KOJ'ICT}IH_[3}I JaCTO4YKa- 110 HApPOAHbIM
IIPpUMCTAx, 9TO YXYAUICHHUC IHorozAnbl,
OXHNAAHUEC HOKIA.

Many sparks in the fire, or an
easy-burning fire in your fireplace
means cold weather.

Hacexombie 1 pa3HOro Buj1a MOIIIKH, KOMaphbl
BEUEPOM BBIOTCSI CTOJIOOM - IO MpPUMETaM K
XOPOUIEH TMOTOJIE.

Also, if a cat scratches the leg of your
table, it’s going to rain.

Jlec mymur 0e3 BeTpa - K HEYCTOMYMBOMU
IIOTOJIE.




Classification D

Wedding customs

Britain

Russia

If anyone sweeps around you , you will
never marry.

Jlokap B JI€Hb CBaJbOBI CYJIWUT MOJIOJION
ceEMbE 00OrarcTBo

Married on Monday, married for health,
married on Sunday, hitched for wealth.

YToOBl H30€KaTh CCOp B IIOBCEIHEBHOM
KU3HH, MOJOJO0XKEHBI JIOJDKHBI — pa3OUTh
TapekKy, MePECTYNUB BMECTE YEPE3 OCKOJIKH.
Tonpko mocae 3TOro MPUHATO CAIUTCA 3a
CBageOHBIN CTOI;

Seeing a lamb, a frog, spider, black cat,
or rainbows on the way to ceremony is
believed to be sign of good luck.

JKenux ¢ HEBECTOM JOJDKHBI  3a]1yTh
BEHYAJIbHBIE CBEYM OJHOBPEMEHHO — CYJIUT
JOJITYI0 CEMEUHYIO )XKU3Hb.




Classification

Animals and birds

Britain

Russia

If the first butterfly you see in the year
1s white, you will have good luck all
year.

[lepen moxaemM Haruisi XOAWT C OMYIICHHOU

TOJIOBOM.

If a black cat walks towards you, it
brings good fortune, but if it walks
away, it takes the good luck with it.

I'yce crour Ha oOmHOM HOre, XJIOMAET
KPBUIbSIMU — K MOPO3Y, MOETCS — K TEILY.

Pictures of an elephant bring luck, but
only if they face a door.

Ecau yOouTs JISITYIIKY, TO OUIET 10XKIb.




Classification T *': f

House

L

Britain

Russia

If you make a bedspread, or a quilt, be
sure to finish it or marriage will never
come to you.

[Tocie yxona roctei BEITPSIXUBAUTE CKATEPTh
Ha YJIUILLY.

A knife as a gift from a lover means
that the love will soon end.

Henb3st MBITh IO - MOKA KTO-TO HAXOIUTCS
B IIYTHU - IyTh €MY '3aMO€EIb", TO €ECTh OH HE
CMOXET BEpHYThCS. OOBIYHO HAYMHAIOT MBITh
I0J, KOTJAa M3BECTHO, YTO YEJIOBEK YXKE
MPUOBLI K MECTY Ha3HAYCHHUS.

Knife falls, gentleman calls;
Fork falls, lady calls;
Spoon falls, baby calls.

Hoxx He momaBail Cc JIEBOM PyKHM KOMY TO Ja
OCTPHUEM - K pasiyKe, CCope.




Classification

Food

Britain

Russia

If you blow out all the candles on your
birthday cake with the first puff you
will get your wish.

Xiie0O BbIOpachiBaTh - Oonbliol rpex. Kro
HEJIOCICHHBIE KYCKH OpocaeT, a He MNTUIaM
CKapMJIMBAET, TOT OCIHBIM CTAHET.

A loaf of bread should never be turned
upside down after a slice has been cut
from it.

He emp BO BpemMsa ydeHHs: 3acllb
BbIYUYEHHOE.

A fish should always be eaten from the
head toward the tail.

[TocTOpOHHUI YE€JIOBEK, NPUILECAUINNA B JIOM
BO BPEMS €]1bl, CHUTAECTCS CHACTIIMBBIM.




Classification

Money

Britain

Russia

If one gives a wallet or a bag as a gift,
he must put some money in it or else
such wallet or bag will bring bad luck.

Henb3s kiacte B Komesnek ¢oTtorpaduu

OJMU3KUX  JIIOAEH OHH IIepeOuBaIOT

ACHCXKHBIC IIOTOKH.

Counting money on the midnights of
December 24 up to January 1 of the
New Year will bring a person endless
wealth during the whole year.

CilydailHO TIpOCBHINIAHHBIE W3 KOIIEJbKa

IEHbI'U HEO00X0AMMO coouparb
HCKIIFOYUTEIBHO IIPABOM PYKOM, IMPU OTOM

OCTaBUWB Ha 3€MJIC OJHY MOHETKY.

A businessman must make sure that his
first customer on Mondays buys from
him, otherwise business the whole week
will not be good.

He ocraBnsii mycTyro OYyTBIIKY Ha CTOJIE -
Oymetr Oe3meHekbe (MOXHO JepkKaTh IOJ C
TOJIOM).




Classification

Superstitions, connected with some particular people s
activity.

Jobs Britain and Russia
Doctors Doctors try not to exchange their night duties. If they do, they will

have a tough night, they say.

Teachers It is considered a bad luck for a teacher to be late for the very first
class in his career. It means that he or she will not be able to make a
good career at school.

Actors and | The most popular tradition among actors and actresses - if sheets of

actresses paper fall down on the floor, one should sit on them not to forget the
role.

Ice hockey It 1s bad luck for hockey sticks to lie crossed.

L



Classification

Modern superstitions

Britain

It 1s also good luck if you see two cars of the same make, model and color
within 60 seconds.

Numbers figure strongly in chain letters or e-mails, where the recipient is
encouraged to copy and send the message to 3 or 7 more people within 3 days
to avoid bad luck.

Numbers appearing in a certain order or sequence can also be seen as a good
or bad omen, such as the dates 07/07/07 or 12/12/12.




Similarities.

superstition

Broken mirror means
Broken mirror means bad luck bad luck

Friday,13th means

unlucky day
Friday,13th means unlucky day Number 7 means
Number 7 means lucky number lucky number

A horseshoe means

good luck.
A horseshoe means good luck. A ladybug means
A ladybug means good luck. good luck.

If a wedding ring is
If a wedding ring is lost the couple lost the couple will
will separate. separate.

If your left hand is

itchy, you are
If your left hand is itchy, you are supposed to get
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Differences
|Superstition _ |Russia | Britain_____ |

A black cat means
A black cat means bad luck good luck

A clover with four
A lilac with five leaves means good leaves means good
luck. luck.

Put shoes on the

table means bad
Put a pillow on the table means bad luck

luck To see a spider in

To see a spider in the house means the house means to

to get a letter have new clothes.
While moving to a
new house
inhabitants must

While moving to a new house bring rice and salt

inhabitants must bring a cat first so first so that to have
that to have a prosperous life in the a prosperous life in
house. the house




Questionary

3 questions:
How olc
DO you
n what
believe?”

are you?’
nelieve in superstitions?”

particular superstitions do you




Statistics. Russia.

People aged 12-17 People aged 20-70

66% - don’t believe
34% - believe
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Statistics. Russia.

What superstitions do Russian people believe?(30 people were asked)

* Ablack cat — bad luck — 23%

« To spill salt — bad luck — 6%

» Before leaving a house one should to take a sit for a while — 10%

« Itis not allowed to wash the floor when somebody is leaving for — 13%

* To have a pimple on your face means somebody loves you — 3%

*  When a spoon drops, it means a woman is soon coming, a knife — a man — 20%
* A left palm itches, you will soon get the money — 20%

I compared these results with the results of a similar survey conducted in the UK
(from the town Bristol, where my pen friend lives.)




Statistics. Britain.

People aged 13-18 People aged 26-84

/

53% - don’t believe
47% - believe
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Statistics. Britain.

What superstitions do they believe? (30 people were asked)

* Never put an umbrella up inside — 13%

« Never stop on 3 drains in a row, never go to sleep without resolving an argument-
3%

« Ifyou step on a crack in the pavement you will break your back-3%
e 13 is unlucky number — 23%

* Red sky in the morning — rain, red sky at night — sun — 13%

« 7 years of bad luck if you break a mirror — 20%

» Black cats are a good luck — 16%

» Never walk under a ladder — 6%

*  Washing a car will bring rain — 3%

« Rabbits’ feet are lucky — 3%

« Shoes on the table bring bad luck -3%




“If people are
superstitious, and
believe in the
approach of trouble
because of the sign,
it often happens: but
possibly more by
coincidence than
actua]]y due to the |
omen.

(James Ward)




