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‘:f spec:[flc language began but m the case of
Enghsh we can at least say that there is
__ little sense in speaking of the Enghsh
language asa separate entl before the

glo—Saxens came to Br1ta1n
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er itis fairly certai thafinanyf *of th'e'i':ft
r Si“'would;h “‘""'.'Szpakml ine:

"

f'.'s:.‘anié‘} vay as some of their north Eurc‘)pgan.
?'helghbgurs,fand that not al j'-gf’-'the_ settlers

- would have spoken in the same way.
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When Qld Enghsh Wr1t1ngs begm to e
appear in the seventh, eighth and mnth -ffi{-.;? :
- centuries there isa good deal of reglonal
~ variation, but not substantially more than

}?’flanguage that Alfred the Great referred to
= as Enghsh 1n the mnth century

_ that found in later periods. This was the
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‘7 The Celts were already res1dent in Brltam _lf
~  when the Anglo-Saxons atrived. Some

scholars have suggested that the Celtic

~ tongue mlght have had an underlylng =
j:f;j 1nf1uence on the grammatlcal development[f_'
'5i’{'0f Engllsh partlcularly in some parts of thej'*f
= country, but thls is hlghly speeulatlve.
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was common in the worlds of busmess and
the professmns with words crossing over
from one language to another with ease.

- One only ] has to flrck through the
fmologles of any Enghsh dlctlonary to get;';j;
an '1mpressmn of the huge number of words

__entering English from French and Latin
durlng the later medieval perlod This trend,}gl
_was set to continue'into the early modern
perrod w1th the explosmn of 1nterest in the
wrltlngs of the anc1ent world ?;}f
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For most of the M1ddle Engllsh perlod a
- dialect was 51mply what was spoken ina
partlcular area, which would normally be =
- - ‘more orless represented in writing~ =
although where and from whom the Wr1ter 7
.f.’.'had learnt how to write were also 1mportant -'}"
It was only when the broadly London =
T standard began to dominate, espeelally i
o through the new technology of pr1nt1ng, that_‘
: the other reglonal varieties of the language
began to be seen as d1fferent in kind.
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{f{ perlods the mfluence of Enghsh spread o
iithroughout the Brltlsh Isles, and from the j-fﬁ;."
_ early seventeenth century onwardsits
1nf1uence began to be felt thr‘oughout the
 world. The complex processes of e
i exPloratlon, colomzatmn and i overseas
3?{}trade that characterlzed Brltam s external



-Thls wasn t 51mply through the acqu151t10n
Z:of loanwords derwmg from languages from
every corner of the world, which in many
. cases only entered Enghsh viathe

languag’es’ of other trading and 1mper1a1

natmns such as Spaln Portugal and the

Netherlands but through the gradual
27':__-f each W1th thelr own nuances of vocabulary% :

: and grammar and their own dlstmct

pronune1at10ns. e ‘tjjijsz{-‘:;




More recently stlll Enghsh has become a
llngua franca, a global language regularly
used and understood by many nations for
Whom Enghsh is net their: f1rst language.




S he eventual effects on the Engllsh"ff?%ffif:,i;:f"ﬁ:‘é’
language of both of these developmentgucan ;j.;

only be g'u'ess'ed at today, but there can be
11ttle doubt that they will beas 1mportant as

.--4;.

anythmg that has happened to Enghsh m
the past sxxt,ee.n hundred years,-.
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