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THE HISTORY 
OF COMICS



History of comics

⦿ When and where comics were 
originated  is a matter of debates. 



⦿ Some elements of 
comics format 
can be found in 
Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, 
European stained 
glass windows, 
pre-Columbian 
Central American 
manuscripts.



The Punishments of 
Lemuel Gulliver 
by William 
Hogarth (1726) is 
another early 
work that bears 
similarities of 
form.



⦿ Satirical drawings in 
newspaper were popular 
very  much in the 19th 
century. In Britain, in 1841, 
Punch, a magazine 
containing such drawings 
appeared. Later special 
comic strips magazines 
appeared, many comics 
became periodicals. 
Comic strips began to gain 
popularity with public.



⦿ At the beginning of the  20th century 
almost every newspaper carried 
comics in them.



⦿ The  term «comics» 
appeared  first on 
newspaper strips, which 
were humorous narratives, 
hence the adjective comic. 



⦿ In 1929, strips started to broaden their 
content, for example Tarzan 
launching the action genre. 



⦿ In 1938, 
Action Comic 
# 1 was 
published, 
featuring the 
first 
appearance 
of Superman.



⦿ Then other famous such 
as Batman appeared. 
Serious and advanture  
comics became very 
popular.



⦿ Today there are all 
formats of comics 
from the comic 
book to the 
webcomic.



⦿ The American comic book 
originated in the early part of the 20th 
century, and grew from magazines 
which published comics strips.



⦿ Web comics, or online comics, are 
comics that are available on the 
Internet.



⦿ With  the Internet`s easy access to 
an audience, web comics vary from 
traditional comic strips to graphic 
novels.



Genres of comics books
- Detective 

stores
- Thriller

- Horror story
- Diary

- Adventure 
store

- Romance
- Science fiction

- Fantasy
- Biography



⦿ .Good  
Luck


