». Environmental problems in
Kazakhstan
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Environmen’rdl robles of our
Republic:

The Aral Sead’s problem

The Caspian Sead’s problem
Atmospheric pollution
Wind erosion

Semipalatinsk nuclear test site
P.S.
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ﬁ The Caspian Sea’s problem

The Caspian Sea is an inland salt lake between
Europe and Asia, bordering Azerbaijan, Russia,
Kazakhstan, and Iran. Though it receives many
rivers, including the Volga, Ural, and Kurag, the sea
itself has no outlet. With a basin 1,200 km long and
up to 320 km wide and an area of 386,400 sg km, it
is the largest inland body of water in the world.

The water level of the Caspian Sea has been rising
steadily since 1978 for reasons that scientists have
not been able to explain fully. At the northern end
of the sea, more than a million hectares of land in
Atyrau Province have been flooded. Experts
. .~ esfimate that if current rates of increase persist, the
« & coastal city of Atyrau, eighty-eight other
-~ population centers, and many of Kazakstan's
e e = Caspian oil fields could be submerged by 2020.
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iINnd erosion
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Wind erosion has also had an
iImpact in the northern and

central parts of the republic Vi
because of the infroduction of
wide-scale dry land wheat
farming. In the 1950s and 1960s,
much soil was lost when vast
tracts of Kazakhstan's prairies
were plowed under as part of
Khrushchev's Virgin Lands
agricultural project. By the
mid-1990s, an estimated 60 -
percent of the republic's
pastureland was in various

stages of desertification. %
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—Semipclo’rinsk nuclear test site ﬂ
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The gravest environmental threat to
Kazakstan comes from radiation,
especially in the Semey (Semipalatinsk)
region of the northeast, where the Soviet
Union tested almost 500 nuclear
weapons, 116 of them above ground.
Often, such tests were conducted
without evacuating or even alerting the
local population. Although nuclear
testing was halted in 1990, radiation
poisoning, birth defects, severe anemiaq,

and leukemia are very common in the
orany




Mother Nature too needs care and protection.
Show her you care. By caring for her trees.



Thank you for your attention!




