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The collection of the State Hermitage includes more than three
million works of art and artefacts of the world culture. Among
them are paintings, graphic works, sculptures and works

of applied art, archaeological finds and numismatic material.
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Vandalism

® On June 15, 1985 Rembrandt's painting was attacked by a man
later judged insane; he threw sulfuric acid on the canvas and cut
it twice with his knife. The entire central part of the composition
was turned into a mixture of spots with a conglomerate of
SElashes and areas of dripping paint. The worst damage was to
the face and hair of Danae, her right arm, and legs.

® The process of restoring the painting began the same day.
Following consultations with chemists, art restorers began
washing the surface of the painting with water; they kept the
painting in the vertical position, and sprayed water at the
painting to prevent further degradation of the painting.

® The restoration of the painting was accomplished between 1985
and 1997 by staff of the State Hermitage's Laboratory of Expert
Restoration of Easel Paintings: Ye. N. Gerasimov (group leader),
A. G. Rakhman, and G. A. Shirokov, with the participation of T.
P. Alioshina in matters of scientific methodology.
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