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Grammar Reference:
Modal Verbs
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Some MODAL VERBS in English are:




CAN

Indicates POSSIBILITY or ABILITY.

In questions, CAN asks for permission or about possibilities.




COULD

Indicates POSSIBILITY or ABILITY in the PAST.

COULD is also used to state hypothesis and make speculation.
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MUST

Indicates an OBLIGATION or PROHIBITION.

MUST is used to say that we are sure something is true.




MAY & MIGHT

Indicate an UNCERTAIN ACTION.

MAY can also be used to ask for permission in formal
situations.




SHOULD

Indicate suggestion or recommendation.

SHOULD is also used to say what is correct in a situation or
refer to an uncertain prediction.
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