university in Cambridge, Massachusetts
whose history, influence and wealth have
made it one of the most prestigious
universities in the world
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HEstablishing the University

Established in 1636 by the Massachusetts
legislature and soon thereafter named for John
Harvard (its first benefactor), Harvard is
the United States' oldest institution of higher
learning, and the Harvard Corporation (formally,
the President and Fellows of Harvard College) is
its first chartered corﬁoration. Although never
formally affiliated with any denomination, the
early College primarily trained Congregation
alist and Unitarian clergy. Its curriculum and
student body were gradually secularized during
the 18th century, and by the 19th century
Harvard had emerged as the central cultural
establishment among Boston elites.
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The Harvard University Library
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College/school
Year founded
Harvard College
1636
Medicine
1782
Divinity
1816
Law
1817
Dental Medicine
Sy Z 1867
AEADLEIT,AE . Arts and Sciences
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CE 1908
Extension
1910
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1914
Education W
1920 . it
= Public Health
£ 1922
Friaid Govleggrge”t The Harry Elkins
eefing and Applied sciencad/idener Memorial

2007 Library

!
!

f

T

Hall (1720), Harvard's
oldest building




