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Thesis Statement

James Fenimore Cooper was one of America’s
first great novelists because he helped to
create a sense of American history through

h|s wrltlngs Cooper was mfluenced greatly
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Life story

* born in a rich family
e attended Yale but expelled
i f|ve years at sea
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Major works

e "Leather stocking Tales" (a series of five novels about the
frontier life): The Pioneers, The Prairie, The Last of the
Mohicans, The Pathfinder, The Deerslayer

e Central character: Natty Bumppo (several names for same
character H'awk-eye, the Pathflnder, the Deerslayer,
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Features

* Good at inventing plots (Cooper had never
been to the frontier area personally.)

e B. Style: powerful, yet clumsy and dreadful
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Van Wyck House

Fishkill, NY
1732 Dutch Colonial

Requisitioned by the
Continental Army as officers’
headquarters.

Military trials were held here

Orders for the army were
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