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Tﬁl.z ”U.nitec{ Kingdom of Great UL
Britain and Northern I re[an.c{, IR
commonly Rnown as the United

Kingdom (UK) or Britain, is a

sovereign state located off the

north-western coast of continental

Europe. The country includes the

island of Great Britain, the Yo,
north-eastern part of the island of PLTn
Ireland, and many smaller islands.  ERDBLIC O
Northern Ireland is the only part of IRELAND

the UK that shares a land border (EIRE)

with another state: the Republic of

Ireland. Apart from this land

border, the UK is surrounded by the

Atlantic Ocean, with the North Sea

in the east, the English Channel in

the south and the Irish Sea in the
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Capital - London

Official language — English

Recognised regional languages - Scots, Ulster-Scots, Welsh, Cornish, Irish, Scottish Gaelic
Ethnic groups (2011) - 87.1% White, 7.0% Asian, 3.0% Black, 2.9% Other
Demonym - British, Briton

Government - Unitary parliamentary constitutional monarchy:

Monarch -Queen Elizabeth 11, Prime Minister - David Cameron

Legislature - Parliament - Upper house (House of Lords) and Lower house (House of
Commons)

Formation - Acts of Union 17071 May 1707 - Acts of Union 18001 January

1801 - Anglo-Irish Treaty 6 December 1922 - Joined the EEC (now the EU)1 January 1973
Area - Total243,610 sq R

®opulation - 2012 estimate 63,705,000 (22™), Density 255.6/km2 (51%)

GDP - (PPP, 2013 estimate) Total $2.378 trillion (8")

GDP - (nominal, 2013 estimate) - Total §2.490 trillion (6")

Currency - Pound sterling (GBP)

Time zone -GMT (U1C) - Summer (DST) BST (V1C+1)

Date format - dd/mm/yyyy (AD)

Drives - on the left

Calling code - +44

150 3166 code - GB

Internet TLD - 1ub
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British Royal Coat of Arms

?3 ://Cmst

\m‘ 2 £ Torse
("‘ .

supporter
sSupporter
Escutcheon
Compartment
Order of the
Motto SHTLex
ethe red field that

ethe gold field with a
redlion rampant
represents Scotland

contains 3 gold lions
with their right
forepaws raised and
their head facing the
viewer represents

land eothe ordinaries used isa
- w cross, dividing 4 equal
ethe blue field that regions
contains the gold harp

represents Ireland

Armiger Queen Elizabeth Il in Right of

the United Kingdom
Adopted 1837
Crest Agolden lion, royally crowned

and standing on a royal crown;
gold and ermine mantling

Escutcheon Quarterly: 1 and 4 England, 2
Scotland, 3 Ireland; quarters far
England and Scotland are
exchanged in Scotland.

Supporters A golden lion and a silver
unicorn

Compartment Tudor rose, Shamrock, and

Thistle
Motto French: Diew et mon droit
Orders Order ofthe Garter
Earlier see below
versions
Use On all Acts of Parliament; the

cover of all UK passports;
yarious government
departments; adapted for the
reverse of coing ofthe pound
sterling (2008)







Elizabeth the Second

Elizabeth 11 (Elizabeth Alexandra Mary; born 21
April 1926) is the constitutional monarch of 16
sovereign states, Rnown as the Commonwealth realms,
and their territories and dependencies, and head of the
53-member Commonwealth of Nations. She is Supreme
Governor of the Church of England and, in some of her

realms, carries the ac[c[ztzona[ tzg'[e of Defender oé the
Faith. 3’ |/ R S

Princess E[zzalietﬁ in the ,flw(z[uz
Territorial Service, April 1945
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Big Ben

Big Ben is the nickname for the great bell of the clock at the
north end of the®Palace of Westminster in London, and often |
extended to refer to the clock and the clock tower. The tower is ’C"
officially known as the Elizabeth Tower (prior to being

renamed in 2012 it was Rnown as simply "Clock Tower") to ! | .‘ )
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth 11. The tower holds ARLD ™
the largest four-faced chiming clock in the world and is the L

third-tallest free-standing clock tower. ~The tower was 24 Q\(‘/'.
completed in 1858 and had its 150th anniversary on 31 May

2009, during which celebratory events tooR place. The tower has 7
become one of the most prominent symbols of the United ; b
Kingdom and is often in the establishing shot of films set in - R e
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Bagpipes

Bagpipes are a class of musical instrument, aerophones, using
enclosedreeds fed from a constant reservoir of air in the form of a
bag. Though the Scottish Great Highland bagpipe and Irish uilleann
pipes have the greatest international visibility, bagpipes have been
played for centuries throughout large parts of Europe, the Caucasus,
around the Persian Gulf and in Northern Africa. The term "bagpipe”
is equally correct in the singular or plural, although in the English
language, pipers most commonly talk of "the pipes’; "a set of pipes" or
"a stand of pipes’.
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Good Friday

Good Friday is a religious holiday, observed primarily
by Christians, commemorating the crucifixion of
Jesus and his death at Calvary. The holiday is
observed during Holy Week as part of the Paschal
Triduum on the Friday preceding Easter Sunday, and
may coincide with the Jewish observance of Passover. =
It is also known as Holy Friday, Great
Friday,Black Friday, or Easter Friday, though the

last term properly refers to the Friday in Easter week, .«
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~New Year

18 nere,
L[g follow you
throughout
the Year
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It it really-daifficult-to descr/be
all the attractions of UK and
it goes without saying that
better to look once than to hear often
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The dead men lay on
the cellar stair,

Toll of the bomb that
found them there;

In the streets men fell
as a bullock drops,
Sniped from the
fringe of Hulluch

copse.

A Red, Red Rose

by Robert Burmm

O my luve's like a red, red rose.
That's newly sprung in June;

O my luve's like @ melodie
That's sweetly play'd in tune

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass
Sao deep in luve am |,

And | will love thee still, my Dear,
Till a'the saas gang dry

Till @' the seas gang dry, my Dear,
And the rocks melt wi' the sun

| will luve thee still, my Dear
While the sands o'life shall run

And fare thee weel my only Luve!
And fare thee weel a while!

And | will come again, my Luve,
Tho' it were ten thousand mile!

My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun;
Coralis far more red, than her lips red:
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;
B . IFhairsbe wires, black wires grow on her head.
' 0 L have seen roses damasked, red and white,
. Butnosuch roses see I n her cheeks;
And in some perfumes s there more delight
& Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.
[ Tove to hear her speak, yet well [ know
That music hath a far more pleasing sound:
/ Lgrant I never saw a goddess go,
| My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground
And yet by heaven, I think my love as rare,

Asany she belied with false compare.




Royal Shakespeare

The statue of Freddie Mercury above the West Company theatre

End's Dominion Theatre where Queen and Ben
Elton's musical We Will Rock You has been
performed since 2002.

Andrew Lloyd
Webber's musicals
have dominated
London's West
End since the late
20th century.




 Daniel Radcl
Grint of the Ha

premiere




The Lady of Shalott 1888
by John William
Waterhouse in

the Pre-Raphaelite style

The Battle of Trafalgar is an oil painting
executed in 1822, by J. M. W.

Turner (c.1775—-1851). The experience of
military, political and economic power from
the rise of the British Empire led to a very
specific drive in artistic technique, taste and
sensibility in the United Kingdom.



St. Paul’s Cathedral, designed by

Sir Christopher Wren, is one of the most
important buildings of the English
Baroque period
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The Forth Railway Bridge is acantilever bridge over
the Firth of Forth in the east of Scotland. It was

opened in 1890, and is designated as a Category A listed
building.
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Lel e gice you: ai uistaice..

HMC Projects gives students and teachers from Central and Eastern Europe an unparalleled
opportunity to study for a year in a British school. The programme has nurtured excellent contacts
between young people as they advance in their careers and retain a deep understanding of other
countries' traditions and culture. To participate in the competition for the scholarship, students are
10 and 11 classes, which at the time of application for the program was 16-17,5 years.
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