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seneral Characteristics

OWhales live in all of
the open seas of the
world, though some
occasionally enter
coastal waters. Some | -
species, such as the | S '
white whale, or
beluga, may travel
upstream in large
rivers.

OThe skin of whales is
usually black, gray,
black and white, or all S
white. Some, such as
the blue whale, have
skin that is
bluish-gray. The

surface of the skin is
crrnmnmnth byt 1410 Ath o




The toothed whales
include
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BREEDING GROUNDS AND MIGRATION ROUTES OF THE HUMPBACK WHALE
@ Breeding Grounds »~_- Migration Routes



1] renétic seque
;,M were. deiiiiee
ghare clog yrelated to §
M. | t1odac
chascattl/d '
Yolutionary oyig \

¥ial among zoolo;
o nizable aw1m1
S i¥iales were J19000g the Eocel€ epog

) N1ger1a and Egk

fNs extinct suboif

’ o 4 l% HrI‘Wb
.'. 3 “'9 '( ‘




"o

b

0 Archaeological ev1de\;,ce SUgEEsts that prlm e almg,

by Inuit and others in the:- \ OrtheA tlaz APCEE

Pacific, was practiced by ,,,,,,, D B / nuedm

remote cultures t@the D] w:;;'w;_‘-'- 1m Ve.qﬁarry were
small, easﬂy e@ d wieS larger Speermens that

came close 16 shoy st, /’f—f ¥ sonlamgrations from
olar feediis sroundstodreed 11t sheltered bays. The
apanescass parid tthleuts used poisoned spears.

e Inul tlyetint _,.large whales from skin
,b,@ats‘e -headed harpoons attached by

I% n Europe;the °
_*'ales, and Icelandlc laws

dic people huntedfs‘ ng
It w,lth whahn ‘in: thy
__ -fprerunners of CC
gues, who caught
1 to'breed’in.

L. 2).1. 58



For centuries whales have been hunte r their meat, which has been
used as food for humans as well as other animals. Europeans used
harpoons to kill whales from whaling boats at least ten centuries ago.
By the 1600s most of the coastal countries had major permanent
whaling operations in the Arctic, where several of the larger species
were once abundant. In the late 1800s the invention of the explosive
harpoon gave whalers an added advantage in capturing the faster and
more powerful species. In the early 20th century, Whafe factory ships
began to accompany the harpoon boats in order to process the whales
in a commercially efficient manner. More than 50,000 whales a year
were killed by whaling operations during some years in the
mid-1900s, before restrictions and enforcement became effective.
However, a few nations still permit whaling operations, which now use
underwater sonar, helicopter spotters, and powerboats to find and kill
their prey.

During the 1970s a movement to eliminate all whaling operations
began within the IWC. In October 1985 the nations belonging to the
IWC impos Liumron commercial whaling. However,
Iceland, Sout a, Norway, Japanyandth&former Soviet Union
continued to hunt whales. (In_June 1992 Iceland withdrew fror the
IWC.) Since the IWC moratorium includes a clause that allows wnaies
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