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Peculiarities of doing business in

Australia’s regulatory environment 
is one of the world’s most 
transparent and efficient and very 
supportive of entrepreneurship. In 
2016, registering a business took 
less than three days. The labor 
market is well supported by the 
modern and flexible employment 
code. The government continues to 
fund multibillion-dollar subsidies 
for clean and renewable energy but 
eliminated its farm export subsidies 
in May 2017.

Trade is moderately important to Australia’s economy; the combined value of exports and 
imports equals 40 percent of GDP. The average applied tariff rate is 1.9 percent. Nontariff 
barriers impede some trade. In general, government policies do not significantly interfere with 
foreign investment. The financial sector is competitive and well developed. All banks are 
privately owned and subject to prudent regulations.



 Analysis of Australia’s foreign trade
Australia has been a WTO member since 1 January 1995 and  a member of 

GATT since 11 October 1967.

Trade profile
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 Analysis of Australia’s foreign trade
Imports & Exports of Australia 
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 Analysis of Australia’s foreign trade
What 
does 
Australia

China; Hong Kong Japan South Korea India Europe United States

Export to Mineral  
products(Iron ore, 
coal briquettes, 
petroleum gas), 
Precious Metals 
(gold), Metals (refined 
copper), Textiles (wool), 
Chemical 
products(packaged 
medicaments)

Mineral  
products(Iron 
ore, coal 
briquettes, 
petroleum gas, 
copper ore), 
Animal products 
(bovine meat), 
Metals (raw 
aluminum), 
Vegetable 
products 
(wheat, barley), 
Food stuffs (raw 
sugar)

Mineral  
products(Iron 
ore, coal 
briquettes, 
petroleum gas, 
copper ore), Animal 
products (bovine 
meat), Metals (raw 
aluminum), 
Vegetable 
products (wheat), 
Food stuffs (raw 
sugar), Precious 
Metals (gold)

Mineral  
products(coal 
briquettes, 
petroleum gas, 
copper ore), 
Vegetable products 
(dried legumes, 
wheat), Precious 
Metals (gold), 
Textiles (wool, raw 
cotton), Metals 
(scrap iron, scrap 
aluminum, raw 
lead) 

Precious Metals 
(gold), Metals 
(raw lead), 
Instruments 
(orthopedic 
appliances), Food 
stuffs (wine), 
Mineral  
products(coal 
briquettes) 

Animal products 
(bovine & sheep 
and goat meat), 
Transportation 
(aircraft parts,  
planes, helicopters) 
Chemicals (human or 
animal blood), 
Machines 
(telephones), 
Precious Metals, 
Food stuffs (wine), 
Instruments 
(therapeutic & 
orthopedic 
appliances) 

Import 
From

Machines 
(computers, 
broadcasting 
equipment, 
telephones), Textiles , 
Miscellaneous, Plastics 
and rubbers, Mineral 
products (refined 
petroleum), 
Transportation (vehicle 
parts), Metals (iron 
structures), Chemicals 
(packaged 
medicaments)

Transportation 
(cars, delivery 
trucks), Precious 
Metals (jewellery, 
scraps, gold),  
Machines (large 
construction 
vehicles), 
Mineral 
products 
(refined 
petroleum), 
Plastics and 
rubbers 

Mineral 
products,  
(refined 
petroleum), 
Transportation 
(cars, vehicle 
parts), Machines 
(refrigerators), 
Metals (iron 
structures), 
Chemical products 
(sodium or 
potassium 
peroxides)

Mineral products 
(refined petroleum), 
Chemicals 
(packaged 
medicaments), 
Precious Metals 
(jewellery, 
diamonds), Textiles 
(House linens), 
Transportation 
(cars), Vegetables 
(rice)

Transportation 
(cars), Machines  
(gas turbines), 
Chemicals 
(packaged 
medicaments, 
human or animal 
blood), Paper 
goods (brochures), 
Precious Metals 
(gold)

Machines 
(telephones), 
Transportation 
(cars, aircraft parts, 
planes, helicopters), 
Chemicals 
(packaged 
medicaments, 
human or animal 
blood), Instruments 
(medical), Precious 
Metals (gold) 
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Some Statistics International trade in goods - 
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Some Statistics International trade in goods - 

Imports 2001-2017



 Analysis of Australia’s foreign trade
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade



Obstacles to trade  Tariff profile

The most-favoured-nation (MFN) principle is a cornerstone of the multilateral trading system conceived 
after World War II. It seeks to replace the frictions and distortions of power-based (bilateral) policies with 

the guarantees of a rules-based framework where trading rights do not depend on the individual participants’ 
economic or political clout. Rather, the best access conditions that have been conceded to one country must 
automatically be extended to all other participants in the system.  This allows everybody to benefit, without 

additional negotiating effort, from concessions that may have been agreed between large trading partners 
with much negotiating leverage.



Obstacles to trade  Tariff profile



Obstacles to trade  Non-tariff measurements

Source: WTO, Integrated Trade Intelligence Portal (I-TIP), Extract made on 26/05/2018 13:26
Your query covers 926 measures and 11 Specific Trade Concerns

Notification requirements::
Anti dumping [ADP], Countervailing [CV], Quantitative Restrictions [QR], Safeguards [SG], Sanitary and Phytosanitary [SPS] [Ordinaire, Urgence, 

Problèmes commerciaux spécifiques], Special Safeguards [SSG], State Trading Enterprises [STE], Technical Barriers to Trade [TBT] [Mesures ordinaires, 
Problèmes commerciaux spécifiques], Tariff-rate quotas [TRQ], Export Subsidies [XS]

Member(s) imposing:: Australia
Partner(s) affected:: Any [Include the category "All members"]
Date(s): 31/12/2017 [initiated, in force]
Product(s): Any
Keywords: Any

Member imposing Partner affected Requirements Phase STC HS ICS Measures
Australia All Members Export Subsidies In force 0 6 0 6

Australia All Members Quantitative 
Restrictions In force 0 58 0 174

Australia All Members Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary In force 0 26 0 33

Australia All Members Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Initiation 13 245 0 398

Australia All Members State Trading 
Enterprises In force 0 1 0 1

Australia All Members Tariff-rate quotas In force 0 2 0 2

Australia All Members Technical Barriers to 
Trade In force 0 17 9 20

Australia All Members Technical Barriers to 
Trade Initiation 4 32 11 185

Australia Bilateral Anti dumping In force 0 64 0 65
Australia Bilateral Anti dumping Initiation 0 15 0 15
Australia Bilateral Countervailing In force 0 10 0 10
Australia Bilateral Countervailing Initiation 0 2 0 2

Australia Bilateral Quantitative 
Restrictions In force 0 0 0 4

Australia Bilateral Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary In force 0 7 0 7

Australia Bilateral Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Initiation 0 31 0 31



Obstacles to trade  Non-tariff measurements
Member 
maintaining

Member 
concerned Requirements Phase Notified HS ICS STC's

Australia Bulgaria SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia Chile SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 0 2 0 2
Australia Chile TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia China TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Colombia TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Croatia SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia Cuba TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Czech Republic SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1

Australia Dominican 
Republic TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1

Australia El Salvador TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Estonia SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia European Union SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia European Union TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Guatemala TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Honduras TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Hong Kong, China TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia India SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 0 1 0 1
Australia Indonesia TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Japan TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Korea, Republic of TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Latvia SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia Mexico TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia New Zealand SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 0 1 0 1
Australia Nicaragua TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Nigeria TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Philippines SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 0 1 0 1
Australia Philippines TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Poland SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia Romania SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1

Australia Russian 
Federation TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1

Australia Slovak Republic SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia Slovenia SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 1 0 1
Australia Switzerland TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Thailand SPS   Specific Trade Concern In force 2 2 0 2
Australia Turkey TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Ukraine TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Zambia TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1
Australia Zimbabwe TBT   Specific Trade Concern In force 1 0 0 1



Obstacles to trade  Australian Government – 
Department of Home Affairs

Exporting prohibited and restricted goods
• Asbestos (restricted export)
• Biological agents
•Cat and dog fur (restricted export)
•Certain chemical compounds (restricted export)
•Credit cards – counterfeit (restricted export)
•Cultural and heritage goods (restricted export)
•Defence and Strategic Goods (restricted export)
•Rough diamonds - Kimberley Process (restricted export)
•Drugs (restricted export)
•Endangered animal and plant species – CITES (restricted export)
•Firearms and firearms parts, accessories and ammunition (restricted export)
•Hazardous waste (restricted export)
•Human blood and tissue (restricted export)
•Nuclear Material
•Ozone depleting substances/Synthetic Greenhouse Gases (restricted exports)
•Pornography and other objectionable material
•Precursor substances (restricted export)
•Prescription medicines (restricted export)
•Radioactive Sources (restricted export)
•Sanctioned Exports (restricted export)
•Security Sensitive Ammonium Nitrate (SSAN) (restricted export)
•Suicide devices (prohibited export)
•Toothfish
•Wine and brandy
•Resources



Obstacles to trade  Australian Government – 
Department of Home Affairs

Importing prohibited and restricted goods

•Anabolic or androgenic substances (restricted import)
• Antibiotics (restricted import)
• ANZAC (restricted import)
• Asbestos (restricted import)
• Cat and dog fur products (restricted import)
• Ceramic ware - glazed (restricted import)
• Chemical weapons (restricted import)
• Chewing tobacco and oral snuff (restricted import)
•Cigarette lighters (restricted import)
•Cosmetics - toxic materials (restricted import)
•Credit cards - counterfeit (restricted import)
•Crowd control equipment (restricted import)
•Cultural heritage goods
•Cultural heritage goods from Papua New Guinea (restricted import)
•Rough Diamonds - Kimberley Process (restricted import)
•Dog collars - protrusion (restricted import)
•Dogs - dangerous breeds (prohibited import)
•Drugs and narcotics (restricted import)
•Endangered animal and plant species - CITES (restricted import)
•Erasers - novelty (restricted import)
•Explosives, plastic (restricted import)
•Firearms and Ammunition (restricted import)
•Fish and toothfish (restricted import)
•Fly swatters/mosquito bats - electronic (restricted import)
• Goods bearing an image of the Australian state or territory flags and coat of arms (restricted import)
•Growth hormones and substances of human or animal origin (restricted import)
•Hazardous waste (restricted import)
•Ice Pipes (restricted import)
•Incandescent lamps (restricted import)
•Kava (restricted import)
•Knives and daggers (restricted import)
• Laser pointers (restricted import)
•Money boxes, novelty - toxic materials (restricted import)
•Ozone depleting substances/Synthetic Greenhouse Gases (restricted import)
•Pencils or paintbrushes - toxic materials (restricted import)
•Pesticides and other hazardous chemicals (restricted import)
•Polychlorinated Biphenyls, Terphenyls and Polyphenyls (restricted import)
•Pornography and other objectionable material (restricted import)
•New psychoactive substances (prohibited import)
•Radioactive substances (restricted import)
•Sanctioned countries/entities
•Security Sensitive Ammonium Nitrate (SSAN) (restricted import)
•Signal jammers / signal jamming devices (restricted import)
•Suicide devices (prohibited import)
•Tablet Presses (restricted import)
•Therapeutic drugs and substances (restricted import)
•Tobacco - unmanufactured leaf (restricted import)
•Toys - toxic material (restricted import)
•Competition and Consumer Act goods (restricted import)
•Viable materials/stem cells derived from human embryo clones (regulated import)
•Warfare Goods and other Weapons (restricted import)
•Woolpacks (restricted import)



Export companies
Top 10 major export companies
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