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Michael Joseph Jackson (born August 
29, 1958, in Gary, Indiana), is an 
American singer, songwriter, record 
producer, actor, and philanthropist. He 
began his career as the lead singer of the 
Motown act, The Jackson 5, in the 
1960s, and made his first solo 
recordings in 1971 as part of the Jackson 
5 franchise. Jackson began a 
full-fledged solo career in 1979 and 
formally parted with his siblings in 
1987, and has since become the most 
successful recording artist in black 
music history, and one of the most 
successful solo artists in music history.



Jackson was born the seventh of 
nine children in Gary, Indiana, 
to Joseph and Katherine 
Jackson. The entire family - 
including older siblings, Rebbie, 
Jackie, Tito, Jermaine, LaToya 
and Marlon, and younger 
siblings Randy and Janet - lived 
together in a tiny two-bedroom 
house, and Jackson's father 
earned a meager living working 
in a steel mill. At the behest of 
their mother, but against 
Joseph's wishes, the Jackson 
children were raised as 
Jehovah's Witnesses and 
practiced door-to-door 
evangelism.



Jackson's most famous home is his 2,600 acre (eleven square-kilometer) Neverland 
Ranch in Santa Ynez, California, which he purchased in 1988. It is named after the 
magical kingdom, Neverland, from the children's story, "Peter Pan". Jackson, a huge 
Disney fan, built an amusement park on the ranch, and frequently welcomes sick and 
poor children there to visit and sponsors charity drives for children. 



Jackson is noted for his 
humanitarian efforts, and has often 
used his music, including the 
all-star single "We Are the World" 
(1985), "Man in the Mirror" (1987), 
"Heal the World" (1992), "Earth 
Song" (1995), "Cry" (2001), and 
"What More Can I Give" (2003) to 
support and promote various 
causes. The "Heal the World" 
foundation was created by Jackson 
in 1992, with assistance from former 
President Jimmy Carter. Jackson 
was considering a tour of Africa in 
May or June 2004 to raise money to 
fight AIDS; Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, and Senegal were among the 
countries he had planned to visit.



Jackson has allegedly used 
extensive plastic surgery to modify 
his appearance, although he claims 
to have had only three operations: 
two rhinoplastic surgeries - the first 
of which he claims was to repair a 
broken nose resulting from a 
dancing accident in 1978, and the 
second to correct imperfections in 
the first surgery - and the surgical 
creation of a cleft in his chin. 
Jackson's use of plastic surgery 
has caused increased concerns of 
a possible cartilage and nose 
collapse. Surgeons interviewed for 
various tabloid articles agree that 
Jackson's nose structure could 
easily collapse during an 
altercation.
In 2000, Jackson reportedly had his 
collapsed nose corrected by a new 
plastic surgeon, who used cartilage 
taken from one of his ears to 
rebuild the nose's structure. This 
tabloid report was never confirmed.
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