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Ch ttmas symbols
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Christmas symbols
Poinsettia

The poinsettia is native to Mexico.

The poinsettia became a symbol of Christmas based on an old Mexican
legend of a poor Mexican girl called Pepita.
She had no present to give to baby Jesus as the Christmas Eve Service. She

picked up (cobpana) some weeds (Tpaea, copHsik) and made them into'a

bouquet and placed it at the bottom of the nativity scene (MecTto

poxaenus)). The bouquet of weeds suddenly burst into (pacuseTats)
bright red flowers. All who saw them believed that it'was a miracle
(4yno). The flowers became known as the "Flowers of the Holy Night
(Ceatas Houb)". The red colored leaves symbolize the blood (kposs) (f

Jesus Christ and the white leaves his purity (HenopodHocTs).
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"fbriginated in Germany about 250 ydars ago.
Thetjutarted as straight wﬁite sugar sticks (nanou
A story says that a choirmaster (xopmencTep),
(6611 03a6oueH) about the children sitting quietlymuxof all throug
long Christmas nativity service. So he gave them somethiy
them quiet! As he wanted to remind them of Christmas, h¢ i
a ] shape like a shepherds crook (nacTywbs naska-c xpfe

them of the shepherds that visitge us at the 1
Sometime around 1900 the red strip onocblwere added

ﬂavored with peppermint or wintergreen.




he mos famous story
* goes like this:
' T}wre was a poor ma
 (npuaaHoe), so his de
the chimney (abim . oi
fell into a stocking that hac
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Christmas symbols
Christmas carols (poxxoecTBeHckme
necHoneHus)

Carols were first sung in Europe thousands of years ago, but
these were niot Christmas Carols. They were pagan songs
(A3blueckue necHu), sung at the Winter Solstice (3umHee
conHuecrtosiHue) celebrations as people danced round stone
circles (The word carol orginally meant to dance to
something). The Winter Solsticé is the shortest-dayof the
year, ustally taking place around the 22nd Decernber. The
word Carol actuallij means dance or a song of praise
(BocxBaneHwe) aid joy! Carols used to be written and sung
during all four seasoris, but qnlg the tradition of singing them
at Christrias has really survived (coxpanunacs).



Silent Night (Tvxas Houb)
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