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         Jack-o’-lantern is a carved pumpkin or turnip lantern, 
associated with the holiday of Halloween. It is named after 
the phenomenon of a strange light flickering over peat bogs, 
called will-o'-the wisp or jack-o'-lantern. In a jack-o'-lantern, 
the top of the pumpkin or turnip is cut off to form a lid, the 
inside flesh is scooped out, and an image — usually a 
monstrous or comical face – is carved out of the rind to 
expose the hollow interior. To create the lantern effect, a light 
source is placed within before the lid is closed. The light 
source is traditionally a flame such as a candle, but artificial 
jack-'o-lanterns with electric lights are also marketed. It is 
common to see jack-o'-lanterns on doorsteps and otherwise 
used as decorations prior to and on Halloween.



         Complete the sentences:
1. Jack-o’-lantern is a carved … .
2. Its image is usually… .
3. It is named after… .
4. The light source is… .
5. Jack-o’-lantern is  commonly placed on… .



AN IRISH LEGEND ABOUT 
JACK-O-LANTERN 

           According to an Irish tale, an old man named Jack was scurrying home 
along a country road when the devil suddenly appeared beside him. Jack 
knew the devil had come to claim his soul, for he had been a stingy, mean, 
and selfish man. As the two walked along, they came to a tree heavy with big, 
red apples.

          «Wouldn’t an apple taste good right now?» Jack suggested to the devil.
          «They’re fine looking apples, for sure,» said the devil. «But they all grow 

too high for me to reach.»
          «Then stand on my shoulders.» Jack said. «Surely you’ll be able to reach 

them, then.»
          So the devil climbed up onto Jack’s shoulders, swung himself onto a 

branch of the tree, and began picking the biggest, the reddest fruit he could 
find. Suddenly, Jack whipped out his pocket knife and carved the sign of the 
cross on the tree trunk. That made it impossible for the devil to climb down 
out of the tree.

          «Get me down from here,» cried the devil, «and I won’t claim your soul for 
ten years!»



          But Jack was far too smart to fall for that. 
«I’ll let you down only if you promise 
NEVER to claim my soul,» he said. And the 
devil, desperate to get down, agreed.

           But Jack wasn’t as smart as he thought he 
was. Before the next Halloween, his body 
wore out, and his soul needed a place to rest. 
He was turned back from the gates of heaven 
because of his stingy, mean ways on earth. 
When he got to hell, the devil shouted, «Go 
away! You tricked me into promising I’d 
never claim your soul. I must keep my word. 
You cannot enter into hell!»

            «But where then shall I go?» Jack asked.
            «Back from where you came,» the devil 

replied.
             «I’ll never find my way back to earth in 

the dark,» Jack cried. So the devil threw him 
a chunk of coal from the very furnaces of 
hell. Jack caught the glowing ember and 
placed it inside a turnip he was gnawing on. 
He has been wandering around the earth 
with this first jack-o’-lantern in search of a 
resting place ever since!



TEST
1. Jack was

A. kind and generous.
B. mean and selfish.
C. good and hardworking.
2. Jack met 

A. the devil.
B. the angel.
C. his friend.
3. The devil came to claim 

Jack’s 
A. soul.
B. money.
C. apples.

4. … climbed the tree.
A. Jack’s friend
B. Jack
C. The devil
5. Jack carved the sign of 

the… on the tree trunk.
A. rose
B. cross
C. Star
6. The devil couldn’t 

A. get down from the tree.
B. eat the apples.
C. claim Jack’ s soul.



TEST

7. The devil promised never to 
claim Jack’s 

A. money.
B. soul.
C. house.
8. Jack has been wandering 

around the earth with the 
first jack-o’-lantern in 
search of

A. hell.
B. his house.
C. a resting place.
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