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icehouse, ¢a, 1790

Ice Cream in July
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Having ice in summertime was a real luxury in
the carly 19th century. Storing enough ice to last
throughout the summer was a true feat. A large
icehouse was a sign of wealth, and originally there
were two such structures at Hampton. Althoughiit
looks like a grassy mound from the outside, take the
steps to view the elaborate underground vault that
allowed the Ridgelys to serve ice cream in July.
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