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CouchSurfing

It is a corporation based in San Francisco that offer
its users hospitality exchange and social networking
services. It is a for-profit private corporation,
planning to go public. With more than 3 million
profiles in 246 countries and territories,
CouchSurfing has an Alexa Traffic Rank of about
1,700. It recently suffered significant criticism from
thousands of users after becoming a for-profit
corporation when it had been a non-profit for years.




Idea of CouchSurfing

* The mission of CouchSerfing is
«creation an inspiring experience». The
idea is making active an intercultural
exchange and dialogue of people in
friendly relaxed atmosphere. It gives a
chance to realize natural desire to learn
something new, to exchange experience
in various spheres of life. Moreover,
thanks to this dialogue of people from
different countries, dialogue of
representatives of different cultures and
nationalities, these people have a
possibility to look at many international
problems from the different parties, to
learn of tolerance.




How is it

working?

A registration in a site is
free, all functions are
accessible after the
registration. You will be
able register, if you are 18
years old.
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Profile of a
participant

In a profile the participant can tell
about his hobbies, experience of
travel, possession of languages. Also
he can put photos and another files.
Also the participant can state there,
that he receives visitors or not. If he
can, he will specifies quantity, the
possible sex of visitors, conditions of
staying, what transport goes to his
house. If the participant can't receive
visitors he will be able put a status
«I’'m ready to meet and
communicate».

Also, in a profile the participant can
see responses about him from other
participants, the reference to profiles
of his friends, his contribution to
development of the project.




Search place where there is

possibility to stay Languages

Search in questionnaires in different parameters, ~ 1he "Native" language of a site is English,

such as a geographical position, information but there are versions in many other

about the participant, possibility to receive languages, including Russian. However,
visitors for registered participants is accessible. dialogue between participants is realized in
In the letter with a request to accept on a visit English more often: in such groups as

guests usually write about the plans of travel «Moscow» and «Russia» the most part of
(date of an arrival/departure, plans of messages is written in English. It makes for
entertainment, excursions, team works) and visitors from other countries will be able put
other information which can interest a receiver. the helpful information and participate in
Also you can find people, who can help to show discussions.

you round the town, tell something interesting.
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In many big cities and/or countries there is so-called Ambassadors— members of
community, actively promoting development of community. Ambassador’s task
consist of greeting of new associates, organization of meetings and other events,
Mmoderating a forum and other.




The great attention is given to safety of participants in travel. For this purpose there are some tools,

giving the chance to know opinion of other participants about an interesting user, and system of
verification of a name and the address of the user. Also the site administration dispatches to all
participants the information about safety rules periodically or, less often, about the revealed swindlers.

system reviews

* Every member after meeting with the other
member can leave a comment about him.
The comment is shown in the profiles of both
members.Recommended to leave comments
after a personal acquaintance (not online).

* Every member may add another member to
friends. It also notes how, and when met, the
general opinion about the member.The
second member should confirm that he
wants you to add him to friends. The Buddy
list of user is shown in his profile. Going into
the profile of any member you can see how
many “mediators” you know him (for
example, if you have a common friend on the
site, you will see that you are familiar
through it).
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CouchSurfing

The idea of creation of this
resource came Casey Fenton
(Casey Fenton) in 2000, when he
bought a cheap ticket to Iceland,
but he did not have a place where
he can stop.Then he sent letters to
more than 1,500 Icelandic
students to allow him to stay

with them. As a result of the
correspondence, he met with
several groups of students who are
ready to show him 'their’
Reykjavik.After he had spent an
unforgettable weekend in Iceland,
he decided that he would not use
the services of tourist
infrastructure and decided to
create a web site.After this
journey Casey Fenton with Dan
Hoffer, Sebastien Le Tuan and
Leonardo Silveira began to
develop the site. In January 2003,
launched a beta site, and in
January 2004 the site became
available to the pubilic.
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Opgortunity!

For public communication on
site using a forum, split into
groups. The group includes
members, united by something
common: geographic location,
interests, etc.There is also a tool
for organizing meetings (events).
In large cities, periodically hold
meetings of members ing. They
come as a local Couchsurfers and
guests of the city.Such events can
not only have a good time, but
also to meet other community
members from both the city and
from other places, learn about the
culture of other countries, the
interesting parts of the world,

s especially travel in a particular

region of the world.



Got Couch?

http://www.couchsurfing.org/




