
LONDON



London is the capital city of England and the United 
Kingdom. It is the most populous city in the United 
Kingdom with a metropolitan area of over 13 million 
inhabitants. Standing on the River Thames, London 
has been a major settlement for two millennia, its 
history going back to its founding by the Romans, 
who named it Londinium.



BIG BEN

▶ Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell of the clock at the north end of the 
Palace of Westminster in London, and often extended to refer to the clock and 
the clock tower. The tower is officially known as the Elizabeth Tower, renamed as 
such to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II (prior to being renamed in 
2012 it was known as simply "Clock Tower"). The tower holds the largest four-faced 
chiming clock in the world and is the third-tallest free-standing clock tower.



WIND WAND

▶  Wind Wand is a 48-metre kinetic sculpture located in New Plymouth, New 
Zealand. The sculpture includes a 45-metre tube of red fibreglass, and was made 
to designs by artist Len Lye. To residents, it is one of the main icons of New 
Plymouth. Originally installed in December 1999 along with the Coastal Walkway, 
it had to be taken down within weeks. After repairs it was reinstalled in June 2001. 
The red fibreglass tube stands vertical in still air, but bends in the wind. The globe 
at its tip glows red at night.



▶ Poets' Corner is the name traditionally given to a section of the South Transept of 
Westminster Abbey because of the high number of poets, playwrights, and writers 
buried and commemorated there.

▶ The first poet to be interred in Poets' Corner was Geoffrey Chaucer in 1556. Over the 
centuries, a tradition has grown up of interring or memorialising people there in 
recognition of their contribution to British culture. In the overwhelming majority of cases, 
the honour is awarded to writers.

▶ In 2009 the founders of the Royal Ballet were commemorated in a memorial floor stone 
and on 25 September 2010 the writer Elizabeth Gaskell was celebrated with the 
dedication of a panel in the memorial window. On 6 December 2011, former Poet 
Laureate Ted Hughes was commemorated with a floor stone. On 22 November 2013, 
the fiftieth anniversary of his death, writer C. S. Lewis was commemorated with a 
memorial floor stone.
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