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Step 1. Stage 1: an article in the RIA 
news
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Step 1. Stage 2: two hypotheses
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Evidence / Red flags Hypothesis Information 
Requested

Information 
Received

«43-летний организатор, 
житель Уссурийска 
Копейкин Андрей 
Сергеевич»

“Kopeykin” Data from 
EGRUL 
database 

Nothing have 
been found

«также является одним из 
руководителей фирм: ООО 
«Интербизнескон-салтинг» и 
ООО «Поста-вка-ДВ», ООО 
«Проектное бюро-IT»

“Shell firms” Data from 
EGRUL and 
FBD_RFM  
databases

Information 
about 

“Postavka-DV” 
and its 

contractors



Step 1. Stage 3: search in the DBs
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FBD_RFM Database

EGRUL Database



Step 1. Stage 4: hypotheses testing
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Hypotheses Testing

Evidence

Hypotheses

“Kopeykin” “Shell firms”

The article C C

The information from the database I C*

Confirmed? NO YES

* We have found the records only about 1 of 3 firms: “Postavka-DV”



Step 2. Stage 1: analysis of initial 
documents

DATA CODVAL SM NAMEU_PL DESCR NAMEU_POL

10.10.
2010 810 900000

00
УФК по 

Приморскому краю
ВЫДЕЛЕНИЕ СУБСИДИИ СОГЛАСНО ПП 

РФот31.12.2009 N1158

ООО 
"ПОСТАВКА-

ДВ"
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FBD_RFM Database

EGRUL Database



Step 2. Stage 2: new objects and 
relationships
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FT Primorskij kraj OOO Postavka-DV

Zhirnov Tikhonov 

?
Head of FT Founder of 

“Postavka-DV”



Step 2. Stage 3: construction of new 
hypotheses
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Evidence / Red 
flags

Hypothesis Information 
Requested

Information 
Received

Federal 
Treasury gave a 
huge sum of 
money to 
Postavka-DV

Affiliation of the founder 
“Postavka-DV” and head of 
the Federal Treasury

Data on joint 
flights

Response from 
Transport 

Police
No affiliation of the founder 
“Postavka-DV” and head of 
the Federal Treasury

Data on joint 
flights

Response from 
Transport 

Police



     Step 2. Stage 4: response from Transport 
Police
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Step 2. Stage 5: new objects and 
relationships
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Zhirnov Tikhonov 

Friends

Head of FT Founder 
“Postavka-DV”



Step 2. Stage 6: hypotheses testing
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Hypotheses Testing

Evidence/Red Flags

Hypotheses

Affiliation of the founder 
“Postavka-DV” and head 
of the Federal Treasury

No affiliation of the 
founder 

“Postavka-DV” and 
head of the Federal 

Treasury

Initial documents C C

Request additional documents C I

Confirmed? YES NO



Step 3. Stage 1: construction of new 
hypotheses

13

Evidence / Red 
flags

Hypothesis Information 
Requested

Information 
Received

Federal Treasury 
gave a huge sum 
of money to 
Postavka-DV, 
their  heads are 
friends

Postavka-DV and HealthTech-DV 
are suspicious intermediary 
companies that launders money for 
the supply of medical equipment

Operations of 
HealthTech-DV

Response from 
FIU of USA

Postavka-DV and HealthTech-DV 
are not suspicious intermediary 
companies that launders money for 
the supply of medical equipment

Operations of 
HealthTech-DV

Response from 
FIU of  USA



Step 3. Stage 2: Response from FIU of 
USA
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Content of the response
       Health Tech-DV LTD is registered on September 9, 2010 
in Detroit, state Michigan, USA. The founder of the company 
is Catherine Zhirnova, born on 08.15.1988 in Russia, 
Vladivostok. Mrs. Catherine Zhirnova has dual citizenship: 
Russian and American. 
       Russian passport:  2508 30467 American passport: 
854127984 issued by department of Michigan
     Health Tech-DV LTD is a company which supplies medical 
equipment from USA to Russian Federation. 
10/15/2010 received $3,000,000  from “OOO “Postavka-DV” 
for 2 MRIs
10/22/2010 paid $1,100,000 to Health-Tech LTD for 2 MRIs
10/30/2010 paid $1,650,000 to British Services LTD for 
informational services
10/30/2010 paid $ 250,000 to  “OOO “Postavka-DV” for 
informational services



Step 3. Stage 1: construction of a new 
hypothesis 
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Postavka-DV
HealthTech-DV

$3 m.

Medical Equipment

HealthTech

Medical 
Equipment1.1 m.

Step 3. Stage 3: visualization of the 
relations



Step 3. Stage 4: hypotheses testing
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Hypotheses Testing

Evidence/Red Flags

Hypotheses
Postavka-DV and 

HealthTech-DV are 
suspicious 

Postavka-DV and 
HealthTech-DV are  

not suspicious 
Initial documents - -

Request additional documents C I
Confirmed? Yes No



Step 3. Stage 5: construction of new 
hypotheses 
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Hypothesis Information 
Requested

Information Received

HealthTech is
suspicious intermediary 
company that launders 

money for the supply of 
medical equipment

Financial transactions 
of HealthTech

Response from FIU of 
USA

    
HealthTech  is not a 
suspicious  company

Financial transactions 
of HealthTech

Response from FIU of 
USA



Step 3. Stage 6: request for residency 
required information
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Content of the response

 Health Tech LTD is registered on September 28, 2001 in Detroit, state 
Michigan, USA. The founder of the company is Jim Hendrix, born on 
06.08.1964 in USA, Portland. 
 
     American passport: 358457107 issued by department of Oregon
 
        Health Tech LTD is an official supplier of medical equipment  from 
General Electric. 
10/22/2010 received $1,100,000 from HealthTech-DV. LTD for 2 MRIs
10/30/2010 paid $1,000,000 to GE office in Detroit for 2 MRIs
 



Step 3. Stage 7: hypotheses testing
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Hypotheses Testing

Evidence/Red Flags

Hypotheses
HealthTech is

suspicious intermediary 
company that launders 

money for the supply of 
medical equipment

HealthTech  is not 
suspicious  company

Initial documents - -
Request additional documents I C

Confirmed? NO YES



Step 4. Stage 1: new objects and 
relationships
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HealthTech-DV

Zhirnov

Federal 
Treasury

?

Zhirnova C.



Step 4. Stage 2: construction of new 
hypotheses 
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Evidence / Red 
flags

Hypothesis Information 
Requested

Information 
Received

Zhirnov is a 
head of Federal 
Treasury. 
Zhirnova is a 
head of 
HealthTech-DV

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
relatives and have a 
conspiracy

Operations of 
British Services,  
operations of it’s 
contractors

Response from 
FIU of UK

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
not connected

Operations of 
British Services, 
operations of it’s 
contractors

Response from 
FIU of UK



Step 4. Stage 3: response on required 
information
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Content of the response

British Services  LTD is registered on May 05, .

<…>

 Mr. Pavel Tikhonov manages the bank account of British Services  LTD. This account is opened in FirstBank 

Virgin Islands (SWIFT CODE: FBPRPRSJ ).Mr.Tikhonov was born in , on 12.25.1972

<…>

10/30/2010 received  $1,650,000 from Health Tech-DV LTD for informational services

10/31/2010 sent $ 500,000 to the account in Russian Bank INTEGRO (SWIFT CODE: COBIRUMM) , which 

owner is Zhirnov Alexander

11/01/2010 sent $250,000 to the account in Swiss bank Hindujabank.LTD (SWIFT CODE: ABSGCHGG), 

which owner is Zhirnova Catherine

11/01/2010 sent $ 850,000 to the account in Swiss bank Hindujabank.LTD (SWIFT CODE: ABSGCHGG), 

which owner is Zhirnov Alexander



Step 4. Stage 4: hypotheses testing

23

Hypotheses Testing
Evidence/Red Flags Hypotheses

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
relatives and have a 
conspiracy

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
not connected

1. The same surname C C
2. Federal Treasury and 
HealthTech-DV are connected 
through Postavka-DV

C C

3. British Services transferred 
money to Zhirnov’s and Zhirnova’s 
accounts

C C



Step 4. Stage 5: new relationships
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HealthTech-DV BritishServices

IntegroHinduja Bank

Zhirnov Zhirnov a

Tikhonov 

$1,65 m.

$0,5 m.

$0,85 m.$0,25 m.

?



Step 4. Stage 6: new evidence
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Evidence / Red 
flags

Hypothesis Information 
Requested

Information 
Received

British Services 
transferred 
money to 
Zhirnov’s and 
Zhirnova’s 
accounts

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
relatives and have a 
conspiracy

Information about 
their accounts in 
Hindujabank.LTD 

Response from 
FIU of 
Switzerland

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
not connected

Information about 
their accounts in 
Hindujabank.LTD 

Response from 
FIU of 
Switzerland



Step 4. Stage 7: request for required 
information
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Content of the response
      

 In accordance with the Federal Act of 10 October 1997 on Combating Money 

Laundering and Terrorist Financing in the Financial Sector (Anti-Money Laundering Act, 

AMLA) we send you information about request person. 

       Alexander Zhirnov was born on 01.01.1972 in , .

He opened bank account on  August 29, Hinduja bank.LTD (SWIFT CODE: ABSGCHGG). 

       Besides, his daughter, Catherine Zhirnova, born on 08.15.1988 in , , owns bank 

account in Hinduja bank.LTD. Mrs. Zhirnova has dual citizenship: Russian and American. 

<…>

     



Step 4. Stage 8: hypotheses testing
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Hypotheses Testing
Evidence/Red Flags Hypotheses

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
relatives and have a 
conspiracy

Zhirnova and Zhirnov are 
not connected

1. The same surname C C
2. Federal Treasury and 
HealthTech-DV are connected 
through Postavka-DV

C C

3. British Services transferred 
money to Zhirnov’s and Zhirnova’s 
accounts

C C

4. Zhirnova is a daughter of Zhirnov C I
Confirmed? YES NO



Conclusion

28

UFK Primorskij kraj

Integro Bank

First Bank British Services LTD Hindija Bank

Hospitals

OOO Postavka-DV Health Tech-DV LTD Health Tech LTD

General Electric
Russia USA

SwitzerlandGB

$3m. from fed. budget
$3m. $1,1m. 

$1,1m. Equipment

EquipmentEquipment & $0,25 m.

Equipment

$1,65 m. 

$0,25 m.  to Zhirnova’s acc.

$0,85 m.  to Zhirnov’s acc.

$0,5 m. 

$0,5 m.  to Zhirnov’s acc.



Case Review

1. Well-prepared and interesting case

2. All the necessary information

3. Timely responses
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