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Pin Yin

Pin Yin is the Chinese language phonetic
system. It is used to mark the Mandarin
Chinese pronunciation by Latin alphabet.



Lesson 1
The Syllable in Modern Chinese

* The phonetic unit of modern Chinese is syllable,which is composed of
initial final and tone.

Initial:The consonant that begins a syllable is called an initial and there
are 23 of them in modern Chinese.

Final:The element after the initial in a Chinese syllable is the final.There
are 24 finals in modern Chinese.



Tone:Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language,in order to differentiate
meanings,the same syllable can be pronounced with different tones.
Mandarin has 4 main tones.
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Fﬁ Tones

The Mandarin has four basic tones.

the 1lst tone:
~
the 2nd tone:

«

the 3rd tone:

the 4th tone:
Different tones may express different meanings.







b ba bo bi bu

Y pa PO pI pu

m ma mo mi mu

f fa fo fu

d da de di du

t ta te ti tu

n na ne ni nu nu
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