Russian Language

A Slavic language

Russian is the 8th most spoken language in

the world by number of native speakers and
the 5th by total number of speakers.

The language is one of the six official
languages of the United Nations.

Was widespread among Soviet Union
countries



Lesson 1
Sounds and letters

Russian Alphabet — 33 letters

10 vowels, 21 consonants, 2 special symbols (b,Bb)
Hard vowels: a, 0, y, bl, 3

Soft vowels: e, e, 10, U, A

Consonants — hard & soft
Exceptions:

[XK], [w], [u] — always hard
[W], [¥'], [w’]- always soft



Aa<a 665 BB B Tr e
0 n g Ee e E& e Wk Mo
33 3; Un Uu Wit Kk dn
Nnode MM Ma HuHx Oo Uo
Nn Jx ij;z Cc Ce TTMm
Vy Yy o Fp Xx Lx Uu Yy
Uy Y Wwle Wwluw bb
blbl e« bbe 330l Anls



b,b

b (soft sign) - indicates the softness of the
oreceding consonant(1), divides a consonant
from a vowel(2) or has a grammatical
function(3):

1)Matb (five), 2)Bbtora (blizzard); 3) HO4Yb
(night)

b _(hard sign) - indicates the hardness of the

preceding consonant:
O61beKT (object), noabLe3n (porch)




The accent

* Not fixed, any syllabus

® Meaning of the word can depend on the
accent:

3amok - 3amok (castle - lock);
noma - goma (at home - houses)

Remember!

€ is always stressed: &nka (x-mas tree)




Voiced and voiceless consonants
VOLed! [6][[6’], [8]/[8°], [C]/[r'], [A]/lA’], D], [3]/[37] [M]/ [M],
[H]/[H’], [P1I[P’], (]/JT], [W']
Voiceless: [n]/[n’], [d]/[dp’], [RI/[R’], [X1/[X], [T)/[T’], [w], [c]/[c],
[Py, 97, (4], X]/IX]
[ is pronounced as [X] before R or 4 :

Nerknm is pronounced as [T e X KN 1] easy
rierye is pronounced as [l1e X4 e] easier

* Avoiced consonant in the final position is pronounced as the corresponding
voiceless:

6-n rpub [rpunno] mushroom

B-@ ynoB[ynod] catch (noun)

— KX Bpar [Bpak]enemy, [DoX] god
O-T cag [caT] garden

X-W  HOX [How] knife

3—C rmas [rnac| eye



After hard consonant, except [x], [w], [u]:
y -> [yl pyka [pylka;

a [a] cama [ca]ma;

o [a] coma [ca]ma;

bl -> [bl]] BbIMbITb BbI[MbI]Tb;

e -> [b]] Tectuposartb [Tbi]cTUpOBaTh;
After [x], [w], [u]:

-> [y] wymeTb [wy]meTs;

-> [bl] wecToM [wbi]cToM

-> [bl] wWwoKonag [wbi]konag;

[a] wokMpoBaTb [wWwa]kMpoBaTb;
-> [a] wapbl [wa]pbl;

-> [bl] nowaaen nol[wbl]aen;

bl -> [bl] UbINNEHOK [Ubl]NNEHOK;

M -> [bl] WKMPOKMM [LIbI]POKUKA.
After soft consonant:

-> [yl nmobutb [n'y]omuTb;

-> [y] 4yaecHblM [4Y'y]aecHbiM

[M] Mmupbl [MU]pbl;

-> [uM] MeHATb [MU]HATD;

-> [1] narak [n'u]Tak;

->  [M] yacbl [4wu]chbl.

At the beginning of the word:

-> [y] ypok [y]pok;

-> [a] apbys [a]pbys;

-> [a] OKHO [a]KHO;

-> [1] wrpa [u]rpa;

->  [M] oaTax [u]Tax.
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Voiced and voiceless consonants

A voiced consonant followed directly by a voiceless
consonant is pronounced as the corresponding
voiceless:

60-n Tpybka [Tpynka] pipe
B-d Bce[dbce] all

[— K X MAMKUN [M 9 X KN N] soft
O-T nogka[noTka] boat
X-LW JOoXKa [noLwWKa] spoon
3-C CKaska [cKkacka] fairytale



A voiceless consonant immediately preceding one of
the voiced consonants 0, A, X, 3, I also becomes
voiced:

npocbba [Mpoc 6a] arequest
coenatb [coenaT] tocomplete

Golden rule of Russian language:

Mutation of vowels

® XW-Lin are always written with u:

Hunnbl - spikes

* Ya-uia are always written with a:

yaLua - thicket



Stressed and unstressed vowels
When g is stressed it is pronounced like 0:
BopoH [B 0 p 0 H] - raven
When o is not stressed it is pronounced like a:
noroaa [n ar o A a] — weather
The endings oro-ero are pronounced like 0BO-eBO :
CeréaHsi [c e BO A H A] - today
MepBoro [ne p BaBa] -first




Unpronounced consonants:

BCTB -> [cTB] : 34paBCTBYM [3apacTByM] ;

CTH ->[cH] : MeCTHbIM [M'3CHbIN'] , TPOCTHUK [Tpac'H'MK] ;
ctn  ->[cn]: cyacTamBbiM [Wacn'mBbin] ;

34H -> [3H] : no3aHMM [NO3'HMKT;

384 -> [cu] : noa y3aubl [magycupl];

HTF -> [Hr] : peHTreH [paHraH];

HALU -> [HU] : ronnaHaubl [ranaHupbi];

pau ->[pu] : cepaue [cdpu3] ;

pad -> [pY]: cepAayvMLLKO [CIpYMLKA] ;

JHY -> [HU] : conHue [coHuy?d] ;

[1] is not pronounced between vowels : Mmoero [MamBo]

*x%

TCA, TbCA in the verbs -> [ua] : yMbiBaTbCA [yMbiBaua] ;
-TCK- in the adjectives -> [UK] : A€TCKMM [A'3UK'MN']




Assimilation of consonants:

cdy ->[c]+[4]->[w]/[wy] : cyacTbe [WacTun'3], c YeM-To
[wamTal-[w'y'smTa] ;

cw ->[c]+ [w]->[w:], [w]: cwmTtb [W:bIT]= [WbIT];
cw, ->[c]+[w]->[w]: pacwenmtb [paw'mn'mt] ;

3y > [3]+[4] -> [w]: rpy3uuK [rpywuK], pacckasumK
[packauy mK]

cK ->[c]+[K] ->[Dk:]: cxatb [xxkaTt] ;
3K ->[3]+ K] -> [K:], K]: m3KUTB [MKKBIT]= [MKbIT];

TC, AC, TbC -> [T ] + [c] -> [uu], [u] vam [uc] : MbITbCA
[MbiLuya]=[Mbiua], oTcblnaTh [aucbiiat];

¢ ->[1]+[u] -> [uu], [u]: otuemmTb [auubimuT]=[aubImuT];
T4 ->[T ]+ [4] -> [4d], [4]: oTyeT [a4'y'OT]=[a4’OT];

T,  ->[t]+[w]-> [4w]: otwenutb [ay'wmn'muT];

9yt -> [wT] / [4'T]: 4TOGbI [WTOGLI], He4dTo [H3Y'TA] ;

YH -> [WH] : KOHeYHO [KaHellHa], CKY4HO [CKYLUHA] ;
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Vocabulary 1

Mama — mom

Kak Tebs 3oByT?/Kak Bac 30ByT? — what is your
name? (informal, formal)

Henyuika — grandpa

KTo aT10? — who is this?
[Haneko — far away

Lo ceBnpaHus - good bye
Cnacunbo — thank you
[eTtn — children

Opyr — friend



Tbl MHe HpaBuLwbeA — | like you (informal)
A ronogHbIN — | am hungry
3apaBcTtBymn — hello

CbIH — son

[1éc — dog (masc.)

ITrogn — people

KunsHb — life

[lepeBo — tree

[MTnua — bird

Pabota — job

[leTb -to sing



