


Thomas Hardy was born on June 2, 1840
in Higher Bockhampton in this cottage.
Throughout his life, he would fondly
remember this house and frequently
visit it.

: L—J,ar'dy spent his early life
. smgmg in the church choir
with his father.

His father was a successful mason and
offered his son a good education. His
mother fostered in him a love of
literature, at school he learned to read
Latin, while at home he taught himself
Greek. When he was sixteen he finished
his formal education.







Hardy first met his future wife, Emma Gifford, at st. Juliot's rectory
in 1872. They married in 1874. This chance meeting would shape the

next 40 years of Hardy's life.
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Intferesting personality
and was always
remember by visitors to
the Hardy household.
She died in 1912.

Thomas and Emma Hardy resided at
Max Gate from 1884 onward.
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THE POET

Much as I loved him, even I could see that his diction was
often clumsy and forced and that a lot of his poems were
plain bad. This gave me hope, where a flawless poet would
have given me despair. He was modern without being too
modern...

Hardy's first volume of poetry, Wessex Poems, was
published in 1898. -
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VELS AND
HARDY DIVIDED HIS NO
COLLECTED SHORT STORIES INTO

THREE CLASSES:

» The Mayor of Casterbridge
(1886)

» The Woodlanders (1887)

» Wessex Tales (1888, a
collection of short stories)

e Tess of the d'Urbervilles
(1891)

« Life's Little Ironies (1894,
a collection of short
stories)




THE NOVELIST

Hardy attempted his first novel in the
summer of 1867, The Poor Man and the
Lady. . Although this first novel was not E—
accepted for publication, his second one, B SO
Desperate Remedies, was published in e e
]lcSﬁl. Thirteen more novels were to I“fﬂf,{,‘fﬁ‘iﬁﬁ“m
ollow.

Although writing novels gave him
financial success, as a form it remained
for him a compromise to poetry. In 1895
when his latest novel, Jude the Obscure,
was lampooned, Jude the Obscene, he
turned back to poetry. Ignoring the
critics poor reception of his verse, he
continued writing and published eight
volumes between 1898 and 1928.







Hardy's Poetic Themes

He wrote of war, nature, friendship, bereavement
and love and marriage.

written after Emma’s death are also considered love

poems.







