Thirteen American Colonies




Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massac
Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North m and Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations.




operated its colonies under a policy of mercantilism, in which the
central government administered its possessions for the economic
benefit of the mother country. However, the Thirteen Colonies had a
high degree of self-government and active local elections
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led to calls for protection of t s' "t
Englishmen", especially the principle of "no taxation without
representation'. Grievances with the British government led

to the American Revolution, in which the colonies established
a Continental Congress and declared independence in 1776.




decisions were subject to approval by the governor and the home
government. There were also substantial populations of African
slaves in some of the colonies, especially Virginia, the Carolinas, and
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had no political significance. Later residents
terminology, as in the map shown in the article Province of New Jersey,

which is [abeled simply "East Jersey" and "West Jersey".
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by winning the American Revolutionary War with the aid of France, the
Netherlands, and Spain.”d The American flag features thirteen horizontal
stripes which represent these original thirteen colonies.




