Ukraine

Welcome!



Ukraine

® Ukraine is situated in the
south-eastern part of
Central Europe and has its
own territory, government,
national emblem, flag and
anthem. It borders on
Russia, Byelorussia,
Moldova, Slovakia,
Rumania, Hungary and
Poland on land and Russia,
Georgia, Bulgaria,
Rumania and Turkey on
sea.




Ukraine

® The territory of Ukraine is
mostly a level, treeless plain,
calls "steppe". There are the
Crimean Mountains in the
Crimean peninsula and the
Carpathians in the west, but
they are not very high. Mixed
forests of pine and fir-trees,
beeches, limes, oaks and elms
cover the mountains, but the
thickest woods can still be found
in the northern part of the
republic, in Volyn. The main .
Ullsrainian river is the Dnieper. It .
is one of the longest European
rivers and one of the republic's
main source of hydroelectric
power.




The climate

® The climate of the country is
moderate. Winter is rather mild,
with no severe frosts but with
regular snowfalls everywhere .
except the south. The rivers and ‘@
lakes freeze in winter. The N\
average winter temperature
varies -20 Centigrade in the
north to -3-5 in the south.
Summer is quite hot and dry,
with occasional showers and ;
thunderstorms. The fertile black
soil is well watered in spring and
autumn and gets plenty of
sunshine in summer.




The Ukrainian language




The Ukrainian language

® The Ukrainian language traces its
origins to the Old East Slavic of the
early medieval state of Kievan Rus'.
Ukrainian is a lineal descendant of
the colloquial language used in
Kievan Rus' (1oth-13th century)
from 1804 until the Russian
Revolution Ukrainian was banned
from schools in the Russian Empire
of which Ukraine was a part at tﬁe
time. It has always maintained a
sufficient base among the Ukrainian
people (especially in Western
Ukraine where the language was
never banned in its folklore songs,
itinerant musicians, and prominent
authors.




® Ukrainian is written in a version of the Cyrillic Alphabet
alphabet, consisting of 33 letters an apostrophe
is also used.

® The modern Ukrainian alphabet is the result of
a number of proposed alphabetic reforms from
the 19th and early 2oth centuries, in Ukraine
under the Russian Empire, in Austrian Galicia,
and later in Soviet Ukraine. A unified Ukrainian
alphabet was officially established at a 1927
international Orthographic Conference in
Kharkiv, during the period of Ukrainization in
Soviet Ukraine. But the policy was reversed in
the 1930s, and the Soviet Ukrainian
orthography diverged from that used by the
diaspora. The Ukrainian letter ge( r' )was
banned in the Soviet Union from 1933 until the
period of Glasnost in 1990.




The culture
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Pysanky

® The tradition of the Easter egg,
known as pysanky, has long roots in
Ukraine. These eggs were drawn on
with wax to create a pattern; then,
the dye was applied to give the eggs
their 1_p%leasant colours, the dye dic?
not affect the previously wax-coated
parts of the egg. After tKe entire egg
was dyed, the wax was removed
leaving only the colourful pattern.
This tradition is thousands of years
old, and precedes the arrival of
Christianity to Ukraine. In the ci
of Kolomya near the foothills of the
Carpathian mountains in 2000 was
built the museum of Pysanka which
won a nomination as the monument
of modern Ukraine in 2007, part of
the Seven Wonders of Ukraine
action.




Literature

® The history of Ukrainian
literature dates back to the
nth century, following the
Christianisation of the Kievan
Rus’. The writings of the time
were mainly liturgical and
were written in Old Church
Slavonic. Historical accounts
of the time were referred to as
chronicles, the most
significant of which was the
Primary Chronicle. Literary
activity faced a sudden
decline during the Mongol
invasion of Rus'.




The Literature

® he 19th century initiated a
vernacular period in Ukraine,
led by Ivan Kotliarevsky’s work
Eneyida, the first publication
written in modern Ukrainian. By
the 1830s, Ukrainian
romanticism began to develop,
and the nation’s most renowned
cultural figure, romanticist
poet-painter Taras Shevchenko
emerged. Where Ivan
Kotliarevsky is considered to be
the father of literature in the
Ukrainian vernacular;
Shevchenko is the father of a
national revival. =g SR S )




Ukrainian cuisine

® The traditional Ukrainian diet
includes chicken, pork, beef, fish
and mushrooms. Ukrainians also
tend to eat a lot of potatoes, grains,
fresh and pickled vegetables.
Popular traditional dishes include
varenyky (boiled dumplings with
mushrooms, potatoes, sauerkraut,
cottage cheese or cherries), borscht
(soup made of beets, cabbage and
musErooms or meat) and holubtsy
(stuffed cabbage rolls filled with
rice, carrots and meat). Ukrainian
specialties also include Chicken
Kiev and Kiev Cake. Ukrainians
drink stewed fruit, juices, milk, 27
buttermilk (they make cottage 4 7Y
cheese from this), mineral water, tea B '
and coffee, beer, wine and horilka. =™




The End!
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