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EARLY LIFE

William Shakespeare is one of the greatest
and most famous writers in the world. He was
born in 1564 in Stratford-on-Avon. It was a small
English town. His actual birthdate remains
unknown, but is traditionally observed on 23
April, St George's Day. William was the third child
of John Shakespeare, a leather merchant, and
Mary Arden, a local landed heiress. William had
two older sisters, Joan and Judith, and three
younger brothers, Gilbert, Richard and Edmund.
His father wanted his son to be an educated
person and William was sent to the local grammar
school, he had no free time. When he had a break
William liked to go to the forest and to the river
Avon.
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Although no attendance records for
the period survive, most biographers
agree that Shakespeare was probably
educated at the King's New School in

Stratford, a free school chartered in 1553,
about a quarter-mile from his home. The
Stratford grammar school had been built
some two hundred years before
Shakespeare was born and in that time
the lessons taught there were, of course,
dictated primarily by the beliefs of the
reigning monarch. In 1553, due to a
charter by King Edward VI, the school
became known as the King's New School
of Stratford-upon-Avon. During the years
that Shakespeare attended the school, at
least one and possibly three headmasters
stepped down because of their devotion
to the Catholic religion proscribed by
Queen Elizabeth.
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SHAKESPEARE'S
FAMILY

In November, 1582, at 18-year age,
Shakespeare married Ann Hatauey, the daughter of
the local land owner. Anna was eight years older
than William — in a year of a marriage he was
eighteen, she — twenty six. Perhaps, the marriage
was compelled: in May of the following 1583 their
first child — the daughter Susan was born.In 1585 —
twins: son Hemnet, who dead in 11 years in August,
1596, and the daughter Judith. It’s practically no
information about Shakespeare's relationship with
his wife. Apparently, Anna lived in Stratford while
William worked in London though he didn't leave the
affairs in his hometown and probably from time to
time came home. In the second half of the 1580th
Shakespeare leaves Stratford. Come so-called "lost"
or "dark years" of which we know practically
nothing.




LATER YEARS

He probably went to London in
1586 or 1587. Tradition says that
William escaped from a traveling
troupe of theatre. There he became
an actor. He began to write plays
too. In his works Shakespeare
described the most important and
dramatic events in life. His plays
were staged in many theatres
,translated into many languages
and they made Shakespeare very
popular man.




SHAKESPEARE'S WORKS

e Under the name of "William
Shakespeare" published 37 plays, 154
sonnets, poems 4. Most of the works
were written for 24 years from 1589 to
1613. The writer’s most famous plays
are «Otheloy, «King Leary», «<Hamlet» and
«Romeo and Juliet»




* He produced thirty seven plays. He was connected with
the best theatres in England for twenty five years.
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DEATH

In 1613 he stopped writing and
came back to Stratford where hi
died in 1616

This is the place where the house
on which Shakespeare died used to
be. It was a big house bought by
William for his family when he was
still in London. Here he spent the
last years of his life. Unfortunately,

the house was destroyed.

It’s interesting that he died on his
birthday, 23 April.

* "GooD FREND FOR [ESVs SAKE FORBEARE, |
TO DICE HE DVST ENCLOASED HEARE.

BLESE BE ¥ MAN Y SPARES HES STONES;
AND CVRST BE HE Y MOVES MY BONES.
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Mr. WILLIAM

William Shakespeare SHAKESPEARES
wrote a lot of poetry. His HISTORIES, &

TRAGEDIES.

cording to the True Originall Copies.

sonnets have been
published in many
languages. They are well
known. We don’t know a
lot facts about his life. We
can only guess what kind
of man he was, that’s why
there are many legends
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